
 

 
From Fort Schuyler & Beyond: YOUR Alumni Newsletter

November 20, 2025

From the President

Dear Shipmates,

As the tide turns toward winter and the academic calendar approaches its final stretch of
the watch, I'm delighted to reach out with the Fall Semester newsletter of the Maritime
College Alumni Association. It’s a perfect time to take a sounding and reflect on the
tremendous progress we, who make up the Fort Schuyler Fleet, have made this fall.

Our fundraising efforts have made good speed with the successful launch of our Inaugural
Sporting Clays Tournament on Monday, October 6 at Hudson Farm in Andover, NJ. We
had a fantastic muster for our traditional and ever-popular Homecoming Weekend, which
started off Friday, October 17, with a successful Ancient Mariner Golf Outing at Pelham
Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses up in the Bronx.

​This was followed by Homecoming on campus Saturday, October 18, where the MUG
class of 2029 impressed us all with a sharp looking Pass in Review in the St. Mary’s
Pentagon followed by the induction of Capt. Jeffery Monroe ’92 and Capt. Theodore “Ted”
Mason ’57 USN (Ret.) into Heritage Hall. Our Annual Meeting served as the bridge for
charting the Association's future course into 2026 and beyond. Seeing so many of you
back at The Fort was truly inspiring! Your participation in these events keeps our mission
afloat and directly supports our students.

At the helm, your MCAA Board has been standing a diligent watch, holding productive
board meetings these autumn months. We are focused on keeping a steady bearing as
we advance key programs like PROP (Privateer Recruiting Officer Program) and our SST
Scholarship Program. We continue to work on enhancing our connectivity through our
upcoming Almabase platform. Through these efforts and developments, we are committed
to making the MCAA your most valuable professional and social network.

Finally, a special acknowledgment and “Thank You” to our Chapter leaders across the
country, who are the anchors of our extended community, keeping the Fort Schuyler spirit
strong in their regions. Your dedication and generosity are the driving force of the MCAA,
and for that, I offer my deepest thanks.

Remember: this is YOUR Alumni Association! We encourage you to join or renew as a
Sustaining Member, if you have not already done so, thus enjoying the full measure of
benefits we offer including the right to vote and to hold office. Additionally, you will receive
a physical copy of the biannual Fort Schuyler Magazine.

We also welcome any thoughts, comments, and suggestions you’d like to offer on how we
can better serve you. Our contact info appears at the end of this newsletter.

I wish you and your families a restful Thanksgiving and fair winds as we conclude the year.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=1376ebdb-a3e8-4bef-af41-8948628ffb4e


Go Privateers!

Sincerely,
Stephen J. Carbery ‘80
President,
Maritime College Alumni Association

Association News

Inaugural Sporting Clays a Shooting Success!
With changing times come new traditions — and if our inaugural MCAA Sporting Clays
Tournament on Monday, October 6 at Hudson Farm in Andover, NJ is any indication, we’ve
started a great one. Among more than 68 shooters, Maritime College Rifle Coach Tom White
took “High Overall” with his score of 91. Special thanks to H. M. Hughes Co., Inc. for their
generous two Squad sponsorships and the cannon pull, and to Joe Colella ’79 who, together with
the MCAA Sporting Clays Committee, brought this new Association tradition to life. Funds
support the MCAA SST Scholarship Program. Be sure to join us October 5, 2026 for our next
Annual Sporting Clays!

Ancient Mariner Golf Outing - a Winner – Again!
An enduring fall tradition, our Ancient Mariner Golf Outing on Friday, October 17 brought an
impressive 175 golfers to the links at Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf courses to kick off
Homecoming weekend. Shoutout to Chris Grupp ’08 for stepping up and buying SIX foursomes,
and to our biggest sponsors: John Valvo ’83 with Fresh Meadow Power, Brian Meade ’01 with
Skanska Construction, Jack Conway ’04 with Gil-Bar Health and Life Sciences, and Vinny Ward
’01 with Pretect.

Another Memorable Homecoming for the Books!
Hundreds of alumni once again thronged to campus to unite and celebrate our Maritime Family
heritage Saturday, October 18. The Class of ’75 celebrated their 50th Reunion while the Classes
of ’80 and ’85 banded together with a joint reunion dinner offsite. A crisp Pass in Review by the
Class of ’29 MUG cadets gave way to a rousing welcome by College President RADM John
Okon ’91 in St. Mary’s Pentagon. In his second year as President, John highlighted recent
achievements by the College, such as our recognition by Forbes magazine for outstanding return
on educational investment. Alumni baseball, lacrosse, and basketball scrimmages and a
dominating Privateers win over the Norwich Cadets gave way to the traditional meet-up at
Paddy’s On the Bay just outside the gate. NYMFAF!

MCAA Annual Meeting
MCAA President Stephen Carbery ’80 chaired this vital event, free to all alumni to attend, with a
concise but comprehensive description of the inner workings of your Alumni Association. Officers
and Board of Directors were introduced and the leadership structure explained. Steve highlighted
key successes of the Association’s robust events schedule this year, our coordinated activities
with the College such as PROP and the Lecture Series, and our solid relations with the College
and with RADM Okon '91.



Treasurer Sam Reilly ’95 presented a healthy and transparent picture of our holdings, revenue,
and cash flow with further discussion of our staff activities at the Fort. A highlight of the meeting
was an overview of the upcoming Almabase alumni collaboration software soon to be released.
Note that full Almabase access will be an exclusive benefit of Sustaining Membership – so
please join or renew TODAY!

Alumni Inducted into Heritage Hall!
During Homecoming October 18, Maritime College inducted Captain Theodore “Ted” T. Mason
’57 USN (Ret.) and posthumously inducted Captain Jeffrey W. Monroe MS ’92 into Heritage Hall.

Upon graduation from Maritime, Ted served on Active Duty, US Navy, as Engineer Officer, then
earned his MBA degree at Columbia Business School in 1961. In the Naval Reserve he held four
Commanding Officer assignments and significant responsibility for establishing Maritime Coastal
Defense Zones, retiring a Captain, with 30 years service. He was twice elected a National Officer
of the Naval Reserve Association representing over 100,000 Officers. A long time Board
member of the New York Council of the Navy League of the U.S. he served in multiple roles
including President. Ted's service with the Maritime College Alumni Association began as a
Director 30 years ago, and has since included virtually every other elected office, including
President. He has been an unwavering advocate and supporter of the Maritime College - its
values, heritage and growth. In business he served in leadership, executive and co-founding
roles in the industrial, financial and energy sectors both in the US and China. These included
start-up venture financing, founding & Trusteeship of mutual funds, development of  power
plants, pipelines and clean fuel initiatives in the US and funding start-up/now public fintech funds
in China. Ted's technical and leadership training at Maritime made all the difference.

Captain Jeffrey Monroe, who passed away May 13, 2025, served at Maritime College as a
Senior Deck Training Officer aboard TS Empire State V and VI, as Chair of the Department of
Marine Transportation, and co-founded the Maritime Industry Museum at Fort Schuyler, inspiring
countless Maritime cadets to the highest standards of seamanship. His love of the sea drove his
leadership in activities such as Director of Education and Standards of the International
Association of Maritime and Port Executives and spearheading the Ocean Gateway Project at
Maine’s Portland Cruise Terminal. Captain Monroe crowned his life as an Anglican Vicar at St.
Timothy’s Church in Charleston, SC USA. Capt. Monroe’s Heritage Hall honor was accepted
posthumously by Charlie Hudson ’90.

Ashley O’Brien ’17 Honored by Marine Log
Ashley O'Brien ‘17, Engineering Project Manager for Port Tampa Bay, was recognized
November 12 as one of Marine Log's 2025 Top Women in Maritime. Beyond her professional
accomplishments, she’s an active leader in maritime education and advocacy. As President of
the MCAA Tampa Bay Chapter, Ashley has tirelessly collaborated with MCAA staff and other
Chapters and alumni across the Sunshine State. She serves as President of the Tampa Bay
Maritime Education Committee. Ashley will be honored in New Orleans Tuesday, December 2 at
the Top Women in Maritime Celebration at the WorkBoat Show.

Richard Pusatere ’03 Remembered in El Faro Sinking
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 marked the tenth anniversary of the sinking of TOTE Maritime
Puerto Rico’s roll-on/roll-off container ship SS El Faro and the loss of all 33 souls aboard.
Alumnus Richard Pusatere ’03 served as El Faro’s Chief Engineer during her final voyage,

https://www.maritimecollegeaa.org/join-renew-membership/


valiantly working to keep the ship’s propulsion plant up and running until a severe and
irrecoverable wind-driven port list and downflooding resulted in lube oil pressure loss and
catastrophic engine failure. In a ceremony at Maritime College, Richard’s parents, Frank and
Lillian Pusatere, joined to pay tribute to the lost mariners. May we all remember the dedication,
courage, and resilience with which our Mariners, including Chief Engineer Pusatere, serve in
earth’s most hostile environment.

Distinguished Alumni to be honored at January Annual Dinner
Be sure to SAVE THE DATE! The MCAA will recognize honored alumni for their achievements
and service to our Association and the community at the Annual MCAA Distinguished Alumni
Honors Dinner, to be held Thursday, January 29, 2026, at Tribeca 360° in New York City. 

Nominations Are OPEN for MCAA Board Positions
All dues-paying MCAA Sustaining Members are eligible to hold a position on our Board of
Directors. If you’d like to nominate a fellow alumnus for one of three open Board positions in
2026, please consider attending our annual MCAA Fall Networking & Nominations Event at
Reichenbach Hall, 5 West 37th Street, NYC, or shoot an email to Nominations Chair Mike Trotta
‘99 at: fmichael2@gmail.com to receive further instructions. It’s FREE to attend the event, but we
ask that you register HERE.

2024 Annual Report
The 2024 Annual Report is now available on the MCAA Website, please click HERE to view.

TO JOIN, OR TO RENEW YOUR MCAA SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Please access the
Membership Form HERE.

College News

Former NYPD Officer Named Deputy Commandant of Cadets
In September, Maritime College welcomed Michael McNerney to the Regimental program as
Deputy Commandant of Cadets. A seasoned law enforcement and security professional and
Bronx neighborhood advocate, McNerney is a retired New York City Police Department officer
who has promoted local activities such as Light Up the Night and recently served as security
officer at Convent of the Sacred Heart at East 91st Street on Manhattan’s Upper East Side.
Welcome, Sir!

Call for Sponsors and Speakers for Maritime Industry Museum Conference in April
On April 24th, 2026, the world-renowned Maritime Industry Museum at Fort Schuyler will host
their Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Conference. Sponsorships both great and small are available!
Potential speakers will also be considered. For more information, please contact Executive
Director Matt Bonvento, maritimeindustrymuseum@gmail.com.

College Recruits Students with Fall Open Houses, Upcoming Info Session in December
Maritime College saw great success with its recent Open Houses on October 25 and November
15, as well as Free Applications Week at the end of October. The October Open House alone
welcomed more than 400 attendees!

ICYMI: The College will host an Admissions Information Session on Saturday, December 13,
2025, at the Maritime Academic Center. Encourage the young people in your life to attend—
have them contact the Office of Admissions at (718) 409-7221 or admissions@sunymaritime.edu
for more information.

Open Positions at Maritime College
There are many open positions available at Maritime College. To view all openings on Indeed,
please click HERE.
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Ebb Tide
Fair winds & following seas to fellow Alumni who have most recently crossed the bar.

Philip “Phil” Haskin ’56

Capt. Charles Piersall, Jr. ’56

Harold “Harry” Polus ’57

Thomas “Lou” Letizia ’59

Frank Mutolo ’59

Capt. Charles Hoffman, Jr. (USN) ’60

Donald “Don” Bresnan ’62

Robert “Bob” Getty, Jr. ’65

Michael Cooper ’66

Vladimir Petrov ’67

Richard Mayer ’70

Roger Paulus ’73

Anthony “Tony” Winig ’73

John Kiever ’75

Mark Rothenberger ’75

Joseph Walsh, Jr. ’75

Capt. Thomas “Tom” Scott ’77

Joseph Tyson ’84

Timothy “Tim” Lewis ’85

These are all alumni known to have passed away since those published in the Summer

2025 issue of Fort Schuyler magazine. Future newsletters will list deceased alumni who

have passed between issues. Please report the death of an alumnus as soon as possible

by emailing Editor@maritimecollegeaa.org.

To view the most recent Alumni notices, please view the Ebb Tide log on the MCAA

Website.

 

Upcoming Events

Click HERE to view all events on the MCAA Calendar.

Tuesday, November 25, 6:00-9:00PM – 2025 MCAA Fall Networking & Nominations at
Reichenbach Hall (5 West 37th St., New York, NY 10018). Details & Registration HERE.

Thursday, December 4, 6:00 PM - Hudson Valley Kick Off Event at Sloop Brewing in
Hopewell Junction, NY. Details & Registration HERE.

Wednesday, December 10, 6:00 PM - Space Coast Kick Off Event  at George & Dragon
Tavern in Cocoa Beach, FL. Details & Registration HERE.

Saturday, December 13, 9:00AM-12:00PM – Admissions Information Session, Maritime
Academic Center (MAC), SUNY Maritime College. Contact the Office of Admissions at
(718) 409-7221 or email admissions@sunymaritime.edu.

mailto:Editor@maritimecollegeaa.org.
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Thursday, December 18, 5:30-9:00PM – 16th Annual Port of Philadelphia All-Maritime
Academy Holiday Party, hosted by MCAA Delaware Valley Philadelphia Chapter,
Spasso’s Italian Grill, 34 Front Street, Philadelphia, PA USA. Guest speakers – RADM
John Okon ’91 USN (Ret.) and CAPT George McCarthy USN (Ret.) Annual Chapter
Meeting at 4:30PM. Event information and registration HERE.

Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 10:00AM-2:00PM – Maritime Expo 2026, Port Tampa Bay
Cruise Terminal 6. Outreach to middle and high school students, college, and continuing
education students. TABLES AVAILABLE FOR PORT TAMPA BAY TENANTS,
PROPELLER CLUB COMPANIES. To participate, contact Dana Mininson, (813) 696-
2966, director@propellerclubtampa.com.

Friday, January 23, 2026, 10:00-11:30AM – SUNY Maritime College Winter
Commencement, Riesenberg Gymnasium, SUNY Maritime College.

Thursday, January 29, 2026 – MCAA Annual Distinguished Alumni Honors Dinner,
Tribeca 360°, 10 Desbrosses Street, New York, NY 10013. Come, meet friends and
colleagues old and new, and honor our distinguished alumni! SPONSORSHIPS
WELCOMED! Event information HERE. Registration and sponsorship information is
coming soon – stay tuned!

Signal Flags
In case you need to get ahold of us, please reach out to the following individuals:

President, Steve Carbery '80
president@maritimecollegeaa.org

Exec. Director, Maggy Williams Giunco
director@maritimecollegeaa.org

​Dir. Operations, Saira Yoo
syoo@maritimecollegeaa.org

Dir. Communications, Taylor Netchert
communications@maritimecollegeaa.org

Editor, Don Gale
editor@maritimecollegeaa.org

Alumni Relations Associate, Denise Tiernan
Denise@maritimecollegeaa.org

Board Members’ and Chapter Presidents’ contact info available at:
https://www.maritimecollegeaa.org/about/ 

From Your Friends at the Maritime College Alumni Association
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