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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Fellow Alumni & Friends,
One of our finest hours occurred at the 2016  

Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner at Tribeca 360  

on Thursday, January 28, 2016.  Due to the outpouring of support  

for the family of Richard Pusatere, Class of 2003, the Board and I  

decided to hold an Event Fundraiser specifically to honor Richard, 

with 50% of the proceeds to be donated to his wife Emily and  

2-year-old daughter Josie, and 50% of the proceeds to be used  

as an SST Scholarship in honor of Richard.  The response of our 

alumni and friends was overwhelming. 

The night overall was a great success with a record turnout of 360 people who enjoyed thoughtful touches that turned up  

everywhere - including the Challenge Coins as favors for every guest, the slideshow of congratulatory digital ads, the  

graduation pictures of the honorees, the music soundtrack carefully compiled of favorites of the honorees, the appealing  

dinner journals, even the FSMAA emblem on the desserts.  Congratulations again to the four deserving honorees —  

Earl Baim ’80, Don Frost ’62, John Konrad ’00 and Steve Carbery ’80, two of whom you can read about in this issue,  

two in the next issue.

I wish the best of luck to Geraldo Rivera ’65 (Hon.) on the 
2016 season of “Dancing With The Stars”! 
He will also continue election coverage as Fox News senior correspondent.

Reflection As I reflect on the past year, it is important to recognize what we did well,  
and to highlight and understand areas that we can and must improve upon. 

Geraldo Rivera, FSMAA Member and Honorary Classmate of 1965, made the announcement of this surprise  
fundraiser, which was extended throughout the weekend, closing on Monday, February 1st. Pictured:  
Maggy Williams Giunco, FSMAA Director, Frank Pusatere, Geraldo Rivera ’65 (Hon.), Emily Pusatere.

“Alumni from the Class of 1944 through the Class of 
2015, as well as Friends of Fort Schuyler and colleagues 
of the honorees, all dug down deep, stopped whatever 
they were doing, and eagerly donated to this great cause.   
The response makes me feel enormous pride in the  
Fort Schuyler network”.

Name_______________________________________________________________________

Class_/_Company______________________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________________________

Phone_ _____________________________________________________________________

❑_$33______❑_$50______❑_$100______❑_$250_______❑_$500______❑_$1,000______❑_$2,500______❑_$3,300

Other_$___________________________________________________Cards will be picked up at the end of the evening.

One Hand!
_•__50%_of_proceeds_will_be_donated_to_Rich’s_wife_Emily_on_March_1,_2016.

•__50%_of_proceeds_will_be_used_to_create_2016_SST_Scholarship(s)_
in_the_name_of_Richard_Pusatere_'03.__

We raised over  

$52,000!  
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DANIEL M. GILLETTE
The Positives

Events certainly fit into an area we do well.  The participation 

and feedback are positive, the profits are increasing.  In  

addition to the Awards Dinner, the Hofbrau Holiday for  

Mariners, which was held on the Tuesday of Thanksgiving 

week, November 24, 2015, also enjoyed record attendance – 

with eighty-six lively attendees kicking off the warm holiday 

season together, German style, at Reichenbach Hall in  

midtown.

The Board and staff are creating and putting into effect  

Standard Operating Procedures that are making our  

association more efficient and will serve to make it easier  

for future boards to operate the organization. In particular,  

we have been working on SOPs for Membership Renewal,  

SST Scholarship, Mariner, as well as Honors Nominations,  

Selection and Timeline.  Our goal is to complete these by 

mid-2016. I welcome and congratulate the new Board  

Members, Jim Nordmann, Class of 1975, and Matthew  

Montanes, Class of 2011, to the team.

As for the FSMAA relationship with the College, it continues 

as the best relationship we have had in the past fifteen years.  

Discussions are frequent and open and are continuing to go 

well.  I extend my thanks to Admiral Mike Alfultis for his 

commitment to moving our relationship forward.  I encour-

age all alumni to stay abreast of announcements from the 

College and when requested, write in to local representation 

regarding funding for the new Training Ship.

The Association Treasurer Matthew Devins, Class of 1997, is 

doing a great job.  With him at the helm of the finances of our 

organization, nothing slips through the cracks.  Because of his 

diligence, the FSMAA has  

been able to reduce operating  

expenses and is on a successful  

track financially.  He also  

created a simple one-page  

budget for the board to  

review at each monthly  

meeting. Well done,  

Matthew!

The eDirectory is up  

and running and is  

a great value to  

our members.

Areas of Focus

We are ramping up efforts to develop our chapters, including 

encouraging them to apply and qualify to have a voting  

representation on the national FSMAA Board. We are  

continuing to improve our finances. And, we are working  

to improve our web presence and maximize the user- 

friendliness of the eDirectory.

Focus on our members will continue to be a priority for  

the organization in 2016.  We have a newly-formed member-

ship committee that will focus on the services we provide  

our members as well as connecting with those alumni who 

have yet to join the organization. Your help is appreciated  

too; if you know someone who is not a member, please ask 

him or her to join. Our strength is in our numbers.

If you are reading this and realize that you have yet to renew 

your membership, please take a moment to do so now:

• Mail in the envelope 

• Call to Denise Tiernan at  

	 (718) 931-6887 

• Securely online at:

	 www.fsmaa.org/membership/joinrenew-online

Fraternally,

Daniel M. Gillette, Class of 1997, President 

president@fsmaa.org

See You At
28th Annual  
Golf Classic

Monday,  
June 8, 2016
Old Westbury  

Golf & Country  
Club

As you receive this issue, our SST Scholarship Campaign is in full swing!  

Let’s maintain our $250,000 giving amount this year. We all know the value  

of this great scholarship and I thank you in advance for your generosity.  

Pictured here:  Kevin Comerford ’83, Past Treasurer, Dan Gillette ’97, President, 

1/C Deck Cadet Jessica Victoria, Annmarie Bhola ’98, Board Member, Matthew 

Devins ’97, Treasurer.
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Let’s continue our record of donating $250,000 to deserving cadets getting ready to board SST 2016! Any amount 

helps and we gratefully accept $25 and $50 donations. Thank you for your continued generosity that is making a  

difference in the lives of the future alumni. You can participate before April 15th:

 • Securely online at: www.fsmaa.org/2016-sst-scholarship/ 

 • By calling Denise Tiernan at (718) 931-6887 with your credit card details

 • By mailing in a check to: 2016 SST Scholarship Campaign, FSMAA, Inc. 

	 236 Ernston Rd, Parlin, NJ 08859

Dear members, 

On behalf of my wife Lillian and myself, I want to thank the Fort 
Schuyler Maritime Alumni Association for inviting Richard’s wife Emily 
and me to the Awards Dinner. We were honored to be the guest of Ms. 
Rhonda Gerson-Hurwitz.. Meeting the many individuals who reached 
out to us allowed Emily and me to put faces to the names. 

We were overwhelmed by the support from the alumni members and 
their decision to establish a scholarship in Richard’s name. It was also 
a pleasure meeting Mr. Geraldo Rivera, who took the time out of his 
schedule to thoughtfully make the announcement and to kindly shake 
our hands. It was a special evening - one that we will not forget. We are 
happy to remain honorary members of the FSMAA, our new friends 
who took us under their warm and friendly wing.

Thank you all.

Sincerely, Frank Pusatere

Are you part of the 
Class of 2003? 

Were you an IDO in the Class of 2001?  Did you sail with  
Richard?  If you knew Richard Pusatere, Class of 2003, please  
add a few words to the family’s collection of stories about him. 

Email Dad, Frank, directly at: FrankPusatere@gmail.com
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TREASURER'S REPORT
Treasurer’s Annual Report For 2015 
January 31, 2016

This Treasurer’s Report summarizing the FSMAA’s financial situa-
tion comes with mixed results in fiscal year 2015. Our total support 
to the College for fiscal year 2015 was $240,378, and our net income 
totaled $17,060 reflecting a slight decrease from the previous year. 
Dues revenue decreased by $21,825 in 2015 as compared to 2014 -  
a factor we are analyzing and addressing vigorously. Contributory 
factors to this reduced amount include: 

1. Membership fees being reduced from $60 to $20  
	 after a class’ fiftieth reunion

2. 2014 saw an unusually large number of members  
	 paying for three membership years in a row.

This past year, the FSMAA continued the rewarding work of build-
ing a stronger alumni community. With a population as large and 
diverse as ours, the only way to do this effectively is by enhancing 
our programming and continually offering new and meaningful 
ways for all alumni to connect with one another.

The independent auditor Condon O'Meara McGinty and Donnelly 
LLP audited our financial statements and expressed that our books 
are in good order. The auditor considered our internal controls to 
the extent they believe necessary to determine and conduct the audit 
to render an opinion. They found no significant deficiencies or ma-
terial weaknesses during their audit, and there were no adjustments 
made - a trend we are committed to continuing. Our solid internal 

controls ensure transactions are authorized, executed and recorded 
properly. 

The continued success of the organization can be attributed in part 
to the efforts of our bookkeeper Kamal Verma. Kamal’s dedication 
and attention to detail have contributed to our financial success. 

Our financial health is good. Below are the highlights of our  
financial standing for the year ended December 31, 2015:

• The consolidated FSMAA portfolios managed by Fiduciary  
	 Trust International (FTI) were down nearly 3%. 

• Equities in the aggregate were down nearly 5% and US Govt/ 
	 corporate & fixed income assets were down nearly 5%, while  
	 short-term instruments were up nearly 12%.

• The end-of-year balance for our FTI funds was $6.641 million.  

• This includes a new fund which was started in late 2014 and has  
	 accumulated $131,641 in donations from the Class of 1965.

• FTI funds earned $167,091 in interest and dividends in 2015,  
	 and Vanguard Funds earned another $41 for a total of $167,133. 

• At the end of the year, we signed a LOA with the Class of 1967.  
	 They have already raised $10,500 for their 50th anniversary fund.

• Our money market accounts at Vanguard totaling $144,419 were  
	 combined and transferred FTI to further streamline our  
	 portfolio.

• The three checking accounts at Chase Manhattan total $178,318.  

• Our primary fundraiser, the 27th Annual Golf Classic held on 
	 June 8, brought in a profit of $85,415 this year.

FSMAA committed $250,000 in 2015 toward SST Scholarships plus  
Hardship Scholarships.

1/C Engine Cadet Brendan Welsh accepts full Edward “The Chief” Pfleging SST  
Scholarship from the FSMAA. Pictured here with Brendan are Paul Jennings,  
Class of 1983 and Selection Committee Member, and Ed Pfleging III, Class of 1986 
and son of the namesake scholarship.

In 2015, we distributed a total of $237,878 to cadets to help  
defray the costs of the Summer Sea Term which called at ports  
of Charleston, La Spezia, Belfast, Palma de Mallorca (revised  
from the initial Split, Croatia), Cadiz. These scholarships were 
distributed to 86 deserving cadets out of the 170 applicants.  
First-Class cadets received $3,000 scholarships for their 90-day 
cruise, and Second-Class cadets received $1,500 scholarships  
for their 45-day cruise.

Two cadets - 1/C Engine Cadet Brendan Welsh & 1/C Deck Cadet 
Jessica Victoria - were selected as the recipients of the full cost of 
the Summer Sea Term ($7,939) in scholarships dedicated to  
Chief Edward Pfleging and Captain William Sembler '52. This 
scholarship money came from the interest and dividends on our 
endowment funds in addition to 526 generous alumni gifts which 
raised over $88,000 in response to the annual SST appeal.
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The FSMAA was pleased to present a Hardship Scholarship in the amount 

of $2,500 for the 2014 - 2015 academic year. The criteria of this scholarship 

created by the FSMAA board required that the fund be used for an upper-

class student (2/C or above) with a demonstrated financial need. The student 

must also be enrolled as a member of the Regiment of Cadets, enrolled as a 

candidate for the unlimited USCG license  

training and be in academic good standing 

(GPA of 2.5 or higher).  

Since 2004, the FSMAA has donated  
$2.21 million dollars to the cadets  
and the school.  

Making a planned gift is a wonderful way to show your 

support and appreciation for the Fort Schuyler Maritime 

Alumni Association, Inc. and its mission while accom-

modating your own personal, financial, estate-planning, 

and philanthropic goals. With smart planning, you may 

actually increase the size of your estate and/or reduce the 

tax burden on your heirs. Just as important, you will know 

that you have made a meaningful contribution to the 

FSMAA.​ Our Director is available to help, in confidence 

and without obligation.

You might wonder what the procedures are at our end for 

planned giving. Our money manager requires a minimum 

of $25K to start a new fund account; however, during the 

duration this amount is being accumulated, all contribut-

ed funds towards the specific new account are segregated 

from operating funds and parked in a separate account. 

Once we have $25K collected, a new account is started 

and the funds are transferred to FTI. The funds transfer 

procedure is as follows:  

• We receive contributions year-round from members 

	 for all the different endowment funds in our portfolio.

• These contributions are NOT deposited right away 

	 into the endowment funds.

• Instead, all contributions received by check during  

	 a calendar month are deposited in our checking  

	 account and held there until bank statements and  

	 all deposits are fully reconciled with our internal  

	 accounts.

• Likewise, all contributions received via credit  

	 card are matched with the merchant account  

	 statement each month (with any merchant fee being 

	 paid fully by FSMAA).

• After all reconciliations are complete, usually by  

	 the middle of next calendar month, contributions to  

	 each endowment fund are totaled and a check is  

	 mailed to FTI who then adds those amounts to their  

	 respective funds for additional investment.

• All add-on contributions sent to FTI appear in their  

	 statement for the subsequent month, e.g. contribu- 

	 tions received in August 2015 are being transferred  

	 in September 2015 and will appear in the FTI account  

	 statements for September, NOT August.

LEAVE A LEGACYMake a Planned Gift

FSMAA

NEW HARDSHIP SCHOLARSHIP
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One month into the new year, I can say that 2016 is off to a fantastic start!  
The Awards Dinner on January 28, 2016 saw record attendance of 360 —  

a 65% increase from last year’s Winter Dinner.

I am enthusiastic and invigorated by the achievements we have been able to make as an organization the past few years. In 2016, I plan 

to work to promote increased membership which is critical to sustain our operational needs. If you are a current paying member of the 

FSMAA, I hope you will continue your membership this year. If you haven’t yet paid your dues, I hope you will consider doing so in the 

future. Your support is needed for the FSMAA to continue to thrive.

TREASURER'S REPORT
I strongly urge you to contribute to The Underway Fund 

(formerly named The Development Fund) which is an  

unrestricted fund which allows the FSMAA to enhance 

member benefits, develop programming, invest in our  

future and better operate as an organization. The  

services provided by the FSMAA depend solely on  

membership dues, the Golf Classic and contributions  

to The Underway Fund.  

2014 Gifts ‘In Memory Of’
DONOR NAME IN MEMORY OF FUND

Sean Corcoran ’82 Sean Kirby ’82 SST Appeal

John P. DeLeonardis Prof. Bill Sembler ’52 SST Appeal

Kathryn Do Edward Mario Do  ’49 Class of 1949

Maryann Fish Noel DeCordova SST Appeal

John F. Gallagher Sean Kirby ’82 SST Appeal

Susan George Joseph George ’73 SST Appeal

Dorothy Hatton Edward B. Hatton ’45 SST Appeal

Phillip Kantz ’65 in honor of Ernest Mott ’65 SST Appeal

Gil Katz ’47 Marty Zurn ’47 Class of 1947

Sharon Kelly Killian John Killian ’63 SST Appeal

James J. Levey ’64 George Manz ’64 Class of 1964 Cruise SF

Phyllis Pellegrino Vincent Pellegrino ’64 Class of 1964 Cruise SF

Gary Raffaele  '60 Richard Kulak ’60 Class of 1960

Ed Shepherd ’57 Henry Santiago ’57 Class of 1957 Mem. SF

Gregory Shemitz Sean Kirby ’82 SST Appeal

Ralph Sirico ’57 Henry Santiago ’57 Class of 1957 Mem. SF

Ralph Sirico ’57 Ed Jones ’57 Class of 1957 Mem. SF

Rita Anne Sweeney Sean Kirby ’82 SST Appeal

2015 Gifts ‘In Memory Of’
DONOR NAME IN MEMORY OF FUND

Charles B. Anderson Comm. John Anderson 1915 SST Appeal

Jeanne Christiensen Ty Christiensen ’64 SST Appeal

Mrs. Joe R. Gerson & 
Rhonda Gerson-Hurwitz

Capt. Joe R. Gerson ’47 - in 
honor of the graduation of 
Evan Goldschlag ’15

SST Appeal

Dorothy Hatton Edward B. Hatton ’45 SST Appeal

Marlis Kessler Henry Santiago  ’57 Class of 1957 Mem. SF

Kelly Killian John Killian ’63 SST Appeal

Ralph Sirico '57 Henry Santiago ’57 SST Appeal

Valiant Foundation Capt. Joe R. Gerson '47 Homecoming at Paddy’s

Edward Do ’49 Sean Kirby ’82
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Jan-Dec ’15 Jan-Dec ’14 Jan-Dec ’13 Jan - Dec ’12 
Ordinary Income / Expenses

Income

Total 4100-00 · Dues Income 77,455.00 99,280.00 104,355.00 93,085.00

Total 4150-00 · FSMAA Development Fund 17,961.69 24,597.90 9,336.13 6,782.73

Total 4200-00 · Interest/Dividend Income 54.68 40.85 98.36 29.92

Total 4250-00 · Mariner Magazine Income 16,775.00 9,850.00 0.00 0.00

Total 4250-00 · Roster Income 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 22,010.00

Total 4300-00 · Annual Golf Classic 162,980.08 160,100.00 163,786.00 144,570.00

Total 4350-00 · Fall Golf Outing 26,469.96 30,610.00 24,236.00 17,965.00

Total 4400-00 · Annual Events Income 89,093.11 67,342.50 53,507.04 66,825.00

Total 4451-00 · Networking Events Income 27,328.64 8,380.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 418,118.16 400,201.25 357,018.53 351,267.65

Expenses

Total 5250-00 · Promotional Merchandise Purchase 8,121.05 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 5275-00 · Roster Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00 19,439.01

Total 5300-00 · Golf Classic Expenses 77,565.42 89,336.81 96,559.94 84,522.42

Total 5350-00 · Fall Golf Expenses 16,348.81 19,764.45 12,373.72 14,027.30

Total 5400-00 · Annual Events Expenses 47,332.42 43,479.71 79,604.52 76,102.91

Total 5450-00 · External Events for Networking 25,105.98 7,553.46 2,123.03 2,565.47

Total 5500-00 · Mariner Publication Expense 28,620.11 21,388.16 15,796.99 11,386.44

Total 6100-00 · Telephone & Fax 2,116.84 3,284.49 4,197.80 4,580.04

Total 6200-00 · Contract Services 49,687.92 49,785.88 30,317.36 41,355.28

Total 6300-00 · Facilities and Equipment 9,100.00 9,383.12 9,037.00 8,460.00

Total 6350-00 · Computer Equipment & Services 9,642.05 13,519.50 13,530.55 14,170.00

Total 6400-00 · Insurance Expenses 1,116.00 1,006.00 1,028.00 1,274.32

Total 6500-00 · Operations 5,973.83 3,961.45 6,733.80 4,655.31

Total 6600-00 · Payroll Expenses 104,357.36 93,634.62 97,452.55 82,257.33

Total 6700-00 · Corporate Filings and Taxes 620.00 635.00 576.00 817.88

Total 6800-00 · Travel and Meetings 4,127.07 4,243.50 3,635.66 2,755.48

Total 6850-00 · Outreach Expenses 3,422.73 1,077.28 2,986.36 1,928.95
Total 6900-00 · Bank Charges & Fees 135.93 244.72 236.70 59.40
Total 6950-00 · Credit Card Merchant Fee 7,663.90 7,445.96 7,633.70 9,598.95

Total Expense 401,057.42 369,744.11 383,823.67 379,956.48
Net Ordinary Income 17,060.74 30,457.14 -26,805.14 -28,688.83

Net Income 17,060.74 30,457.14 -26,805.14 -28,688.83

*

“I have $100 to give to your  
non-profit. What is most efficient  
use of it?” - Alumnus A

We’d appreciate if you paid your $60 dues 
first to keep the FSMAA afloat (similar 
to the airline asking that adults put on 
our air masks first), then $40 to the SST 
Scholarship (taking care of our future!).

“I have $250 I’d like to give.  
What’s your preference for best use?” 
- Alumnus B

After buying into the $60 annual  
membership (December), may I suggest 
splitting the remaining between the SST 
Scholarship (March) and Underway  
Fund (anytime).

“I have $1,000 personally, $1,000 professionally. 
What’s your opinion?” - Alumnus C

After the $60 dues, and perhaps splitting the remaining in SST 
Scholarship and Underway Fund, consider becoming a sponsor 
professionally for this Mariner magazine and let alumni leaders 
across many industries know more about you and your firm, or 
have an impact by showing off your logo at an FSMAA event.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS RECEIVED THAT I WILL TRY TO ADDRESS:

FSMAA STATEMENT OF PROFIT & LOSS FOR THE YEAR 2015

The consolidated financial statements in this report accurately reflect the organization’s financial position, results of operations and workflows. 

The financial information is prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the United States. The financial 

statements in this document are the complete set presented to our auditors. I have reviewed them, and to the best of my knowledge, they contain 

no untrue material statements nor do they omit any material facts.

— Matthew D. Devins, Class of 1997, Treasurer

* For items contributing to this reduced amount, please see Treasurer’s Report, page 6, paragraph 1.
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DONATIONS
The following alumni and friends have donated to one or more of the following 
named funds or Class-Specific scholarship funds in the calendar year of 2015. 

FIELD MARSHAL: $10,000.00+  
Robert Franzblau 1947
Seth Szold 1981
Michael Toner 1965

CORPS COMMANDER: $5,000.00+  
Robert Blaney 1965
Mrs. Joe R. Gerson 1947
Philip Kantz 1965
Brian McAllister 1956
Ralph Mellusi 1967

BRIGADE COMMANDER: $2,500.00+  
William Baran 1965
Richard Bernardi 1965
Peter DiCapua 1967
Robert Lisiewski 1965
Dennis Mc Intyre 1965
John Reynolds 1965
Uwe Schulz 1965

REGIMENTAL COMMANDER:  
$1,000.00+  
Charles Anderson
Ronald Aubel 1965
William Austen 1980
Robert Berner 1965
J. Buffington 1974
Walter Burke 1981
John Callahan 1965
Gerald Cullen 1965
Robert Daley 1967
Michael De Blasio 2011
Matthew Devins 1997
Theodore Dohrman 1965
Charles Garris 1965
Robert Getty 1965
Robert Gilman 1965
Jerzy Glowacki 1970
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Douglas Green 2008
Paul Guerriero 1953
Joseph Gustafson 1965
Dennis Haggerty 1965
James Hawks 1965
Charles Hoffman 1960
George Hooks 1965
John Keenan 1979
Matthew Kehoe 1992
Peter Kopyscianski 1965
Stephen Lyons 1970
Richard May 1965
Eugene Mc Avoy 1965
Robert (Malcolm) Milligan 1956
Gerhardt Muller 1965
Roger Nejes 1965

Brian O'Donnell 1965
James Parks 1965
Donald Penniall 1949
Richard Plant 1967
Geraldo Rivera
Alan Rowen 1965
Philip Rynn 1965
Anthony Savas 1965
Harold Stumme 1965
Verne Tomlins 1965
Hugh Toner 1965
William Tuttle 1965
Daniel Vanno 1965

BATTALION COMMANDER:  $500.00+  
Abdul Wahab Al Diwani 1965
William Auger 1966
Earl Baim 1980
L. Clay Beall 1969
Robert Behr 1965
Brian Berger 1965
Robert Borchert 1982
J. Richard Bracken 1956
Robert Brannigan 1953
Joseph Breglia 1980
Joseph Carbery 1956
Stephen Cernik 1971
Elizabeth Christman 1987
Michael Curran 1965
Anthony DeSimone 2006
Austin Dooley 1968
William Dooley 1965
William Erb 1965
Joseph Goebel 1977
Carl Goetz 1965
Raymond Hayden 1960
Harry Higgins 1962
Henrik Kisling 1964
George Koch 1964
William J. Luckas 1965
Harold Lydick 1972
John Marshall 1946
Martin Mc Cluney 1983
Carl Merz 1961
Thomas Munster 1983
Dennis O'Donnell 1977
Thomas Orr 1946
Edward Pfleging 1986
Peter Piaseckyj 1965
Joseph Pinsker 1965
John Ringelberg 1961
Robert Ryniker 1965
Robert Schaffran 1965
Peter Searles 1979

Gary Shulenburg 1960
William Sibbern 1965
John Stringer 1979
Lee Ann Traut 1979
Edward Uttridge 1965
Anthony Vecino 1965
Robert Weaver 1969
Frederick West 1950
Ferdinand Wight 1950

COMPANY COMMANDER:  $250.00+  
Brian Alex 1975
Edward Altemos 1969
Edward Arndt 1950
David Baker 1960
Robert Biglin 1986
Robert Bohlman 1961
Charles Brader 1966
Thomas Breglia 1980
Joseph Bunicci 1963
William Chaloupka 1968
Franklin Clement 1946
James Concagh 1978
Warren Cotter 1971
Edward Delamater 1990
Edward Derocher 1963
John Egan 1967
James Ewing 1965
William Gallo 1970
James Gully 1966
William Hayden 1982
William Hefner 1957
Michael Holmes 1978
Stephen Inciardi 1970
John Ingraham 1952
Douglas Jaarsma 2003
Joshua Karalitzky 2003
Brian Kreppein 2010
John Lane 1965
Timothy Lawless 1965
Otto Liepin 1946
Fred Lobbin 1964
Daniel Loewer 1980
Rocco Lofaro 1972
John Maguire 1983
Jacob Martens 1952
Theodore Mason 1957
Louis Mazzucco 1965
Douglas Mc Kay 1980
Walter Mc Kee 1955
David Melville 1946
Thomas Merrell 1976
Gary Meyer 1966
Michael Meyer 1971

Thomas Miller 1952
Gerhard Mueller 1952
Hugh Newman 1965
John O'Boyle 1977
Raymond Palmieri 1973
Roy Pino 1986
Michael Pinto 1946
Marie Reedy
James Rich 1973
Gary Russo 1983
Robert Ryan 1946
Robert Simpson 1955
Ralph Sirico 1957
Sabrina Taraboletti 1982
Carl Terpenning 1952
David Tolan 1955
Joseph Trainor 1966
Trident United Way
Eduard van Loenen 1968
Fred Weber 1947
Howard Wyche 1979
William Zeller 1979

PLATOON LEADER: $100.00+  
Timothy Ahern 1984
Robert Barr 1947
David Barto 1974
Elwood Baumgart 1976
Bridget Meenaghan Bendo 1996
G. Bennett 1977
Kenneth Bishop 1960
Arthur Bjorkner 1962
Leonard Black 1958
George Bonkowski 1998
Mark Bostick 2007
Robert Brand 1961
John Bree 1978
Patrick Broderick 1987
Timothy Bunt 1982
Frederic Buse 1958
William Caldwell 1958
Edward Callahan 1959
Rocco Campanelli 1973
Robert Canning 1977
Stephen Carbery 1980
Edward Carpenter 1955
Martin Casey 1981
David Catherwood 2013
Arthur Clark 1984
Brian Cleary 1973
John Colabello 1977
John Connard 1955
Gary Cordes 1966
Kevin Coulombe 1979

THE UNDERWAY FUND · SST SCHOLARSHIP APPEAL · SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND

Class of Oct. 1946 · Class of 1947 · Class of 1953 · Class of 1957 · Class of 1961 
Class of 1964 · Class of 1965 · Class of 1967
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DONATIONS
Thomas Crawford 1966
Russell Crowther 1953
Fred Dacimo 1974
Neil Daley 1971
Ronald D'Arcy 1960
Christopher Dean 2005
Arthur DeCotiis
Anthony Deman 1985
Connie DesRochers 1959
Phylipp Dilloway 1946
James Dolan 1981
Alayne Donlon 1993
Thomas Donohue 1964
Andrew Donovan 1998
Jesse Douglas 2005
Robert Dunlop 1970
Scott Erhartic 1995
Reinhold Ernst 1966
Nicholas Esposito 1964
John Evans 1984
Richard Evans
Karl Farber 1953
John Farrell
Robert Fay 1980
Jose Femenia 1964
Charles Fessler 1964
Carl Fisher 1965
William Forman 1958
Walter Forster 1963
Edmond French 1975
Todd Friedman 1994
Donald Frost 1962
George Gacser 1987
John Gallagher 1987
Alexander Georgiadis 2008
William Gilligan 1984
Douglas Goff
Frederick Habicht 1993
Milton Hagerstrom 1949
George Hairston 2001
Eric Halbeck 1978
Henry Halboth 1944
Thomas Hancock 1958
Dorothy Hatton
Edward Held 1959
James Herron 1979
Steven Hertz 1957
Richard Hervey 1967
George Hill 1950
Robert Hoch 1970
Drew Hodgens 1992
John Holster 1965
Daniel Hosemann 2007
Brian Houst 2002
Peter Hsu 1965
Gary Hunsberger 1970
Ronald Jablonski 1976
Albert Jackson 1953
Edward Jackson 1962
Ronald Jackson 1970
Michael Jacobs 1965
John Jensen 1967
Peter Jensen 1978
Donald Joyce 1953
John Kahlke 1961
Francis Keane 1978

Gordon Keenan 1977
Bart Kelleher 1996
Marlis Kessler
Sharon Kelly Killian
Richard Klattenberg 1967
Michael Kmetz 2012
John Knauss 1991
Howard Kosel 1974
Bernard Kovitz 1947
George Krauss 1953
William Kreppein 1980
Michael Kucharski 1975
Henry Kudlacik 1953
Anthony Labella 1965
Gus Lainas 1955
Robert Langstine 1983
Bryce Laraway 1968
Thomas Leather 1952
James Levey 1964
William Leyrer 1996
William Liedy 1969
Paul Lobo 1969
H.Max Lopp 1970
Joseph Ludwiczak 1968
Stephen MacKenzie 2008
George Maffey 1957
Filomena Magavero
John Malone 1992
Robert Maloney 1970
John Marriott 1984
Carl Mattia 1967
Joseph May 1952
Robert Mc Closky 1957
Thomas Mc Enery 1960
Rodney Mc Fadden 1975
Robert Mc Ginn 1973
Francis Mc Ginty 1980
Edward Mc Intyre 1953
John Mc Lean 1965
Joseph Megeed 2002
Joseph Menta 1993
Richard Merhige 1983
Albert Miller 1952
Francis Miller 1981
Richard Milliot 1996
William Monti 1961
James Moore 1956
Richard Moran 1970
Andrew Murphy 1992
Arthur Murray 1945
Niko Mustac 2001
J. Timothy Nelson 1983
Mark Nemergut 1979
Peter Nissen 1968
Philip Ohl 1956
Edward Oldak 1986
Craig Olsen 1982
Lingaraj Panda 2001
Roland Parent 1968
Leonard Pellegrino 1975
Alex Piscitelli 1989
Henry Propst 1967
Derek Richardson
Jean Roche‑Sullivan 1986
Charles Rockwell 1991
Everett Rosenblum 1946

James Ross 1991
Anthony Ruggiero 1980
Richard Ryan 1983
Steven Sabo 1966
George Sandberg 1966
Stuart Schechter 2014
Christine Schneider 1984
Edward Shepherd 1957
Jacob Shisha 1981
Martin Silver 1948
John Sommerhalder 1957
Robert Spooner 1989
Ernest Steiglehner 1964
John Storm 1949
John Szallai 1966
William Taylor 1976
Robert Thode 1946
Harold Thranhardt 1965
John Timmel 2009
Warren Torns 1966
John Traut 1976
Vincent Treglia 1966
F. Michael Trotta 1999
Peter Tuite 1961
John Turnbull 1957
John Tuttle 2005
Jonathan Van Derzee 1991
Richard Voelker 1959
Anton Wagner 1971
Lisa Wasson 2012
Frederick Weber 1975
Peter Weisner 1982
David Welles 1957
Denis Wilson 1976
Leonard Yanazzo 1967
Christopher Yearwood 1988
William Yuengling 1946
John Zerbo 1960
Jon Zinke 1975
Christos Zirps 1952

SECTION LEADER ‑  UP TO $99  
Thomas Abernethy 1968
Amazon Foundation
Charles Andrews 1976
James Baker 1960
Nicholas Balzano 1975
Jacqueline Barone 2001
John Bausch 1979
Richard Blatus 1958
Robert Blochlinger 1986
Matthew Bonvento 2001
Brian Bosch 2010
John Botte 1970
Roger Brow 1985
James Burke 1960
John Burns 1958
Stephen Busch 1961
Robert Callaghan 1982
Harry Carter 1964
Bob Carty 1964
Paul Cervenka 1975
Lisa Chiu 1993
Jeanne Christensen
Kevin Comerford 1983
Joseph Cotter 1977
William Culver 1963

Richard Davie 1956
Paul Delahunty 1952
Steven Deletto 1982
Robert DeMarinis 1981
Robert Di Napoli 1964
Frank Dipolito 1972
Greg Donofrio 1978
P. Brendan Dunican 1991
C. Edge 1961
Richard Eicoff 1964
Gerald Falbo 1956
John Ferrara 1960
Louis Ferrer 1976
Gary Ferrone 1970
William Finnerty 1970
Joseph Flannery 1967
Mario Fristachi 1966
Frank Frontario 1964
Paul Fuda 1968
Francis Gallo 1964
George Garbe 1954
Brian Gardner 1981
Vincent Giaime 2007
John Gibson 1987
Gerson Goldman 1962
James Greaney 1954
Henry Greenberg 2015
Louis Guzzo 1982
Richard Haeussler 1957
George Hallinan 1957
Coleen Halloran‑Barsley 1988
Robert Hanft 1988
James Hay 2007
Robert Hession 1963
Robert Hlavaty 1961
Joseph Hoffman 1975
William Hough 1983
Lindsay Hoyt 1969
Stephen Huvane 1966
George Hynes 1977
Nathan Jarvis 2000
Peter Johansen 1979
Edward Jones 1957
Donald Josberger 1989
Robert Kelety 1949
Harry Kessler 1954
Kelly Killian
Jeffrey Kindle 1980
John Kirchhoff 1950
Michael Klein 1979
Herbert Klopp 1966
Peter Kordziel 1977
Efrem Krisher 1967
Richard Kurz 1968
Vitaly Kuznetsoff 2003
Quyen Lam 1999
Louis Liberatore 1973
Robert Liddell 1967
Sean Loftus 1998
Scott Lubliner 2013
Carleen Lyden‑Kluss
Shayna Mabee 2011
Albert Mackay 1960
Michael Madden 1962
Norman Maender 1963
John Maloney 1956

Christopher Malzone 1969
Christian Marino 2015
Barry Marsh 1986
Edward Martin 1968
William Martin 1965
Martin Mascola 1966
James Mc Killop 1952
Beatrice McDonald
Arthur Messinger 1970
Shayna Michaels 2011
Herman Molzahn 1960
Marshal Montenegro 1995
Kenneth Morisseau 1956
Erik Muller 1992
William Museler 1991
James Nolan 1987
John Norris 1957
Christopher Nystrom 1992
Stephen Opkins 1971
Nicholas Orfanidis 1973
John O'Sullivan 1984
Owen Palmiotti 2007
Anthony Papapietro 2000
Timothy Parsons 1983
Julia Paxton 2014
Alyson Paz 2008
Timothy Peters 1994
Gerald Pope 2013
Michael Powers 1984
Gary Raffaele 1960
John Redman 1989
Arthur Regan 1984
Steven Rocchio 1987
John Roche 1963
Robert Rose 1985
Michael Ross 1979
William Rowen 1958
Janis Schulmeisters 1959
Anthony Scolaro 1946
Arthur Seaman 2012
Christopher Shields 1982
Steven Simon 2004
Benjamin Smith 2004
Joseph Smith 1946
William Sokol 1994
Albert Song 1959
Roy Squillario 1971
STAMPS.COM
John Stipcich 1961
Charles Stocking 1973
William Swiss, Jr. 2002
Marcus Temkin 1950
Mary Kate Terwedow 2001
Amanda Thompson 2011
Joseph Uhl 1984
John Valvo 1983
Arie Van Tol 1962
Michael Vanadia 2013
F. Verona 1955
Peter Vickers 1982
Alan Wendel 1958
Steven Werse 1979
James Whalen 1962
Donald White 1946
Herman Woolfrey 2015
Thomas Young 1971 11



EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
Capt. John A. Konrad V, Class of 2000
2016 Distinguished Alumnus Special  
Recognition Award
Exclusive Interview with the Mariner Editor, December 22, 2015

Tell us about where you grew up, your childhood.

My family moved from City Island to the Village of Larchmont 
just after I started grade school. Living a few short blocks from 
the Long Island Sound, I spent my childhood swimming, fishing 
and sailing. The water always had a magnetic hold on something 
inside me.   
With each year, though, the Sound felt smaller, more contained,  
and I became more attracted to the ocean beyond. In high school,  
I began splitting my time between the decks of large racing yachts 
and the cockpit of small aircraft; I enjoyed both immensely and  
decided to become a Naval Aviator. It was my family’s influence,  
too. My Dad was an Air Force Medic. My Grandpa navigated B-24 
bombers and got me flying lessons starting when I was 15. 

How did you decide on attending Fort Schuyler?

One fine day, I received an invitation to pack up my belongings 
from the Naval Academy, and was grateful that Fort Schuyler 
would let me unpack them there.

I had worked very hard in High School, earning eight Varsity 
letters in track and top grades in my Advanced Placement classes, 
and had spent a lot of time in the computer lab. I was told I'd 
be accepted to nearly any college I wanted to attend...but I only 
wanted to attend one: the United States Naval Academy. At the 
Academy, I was accepted onto the prestigious dinghy sailing team 
but, in retrospect, I spent too much time on the waterfront and not enough time studying. Due to my fascination 
with ship construction, I had chosen the school's hardest major: Naval Architecture. Then, my father's health dete-
riorated. He had been exposed to Agent Orange in Vietnam and other chemicals as a New York City fireman with 
Heavy Rescue 3 in the Bronx and as an officer aboard the city's first HAZMAT unit.

These distractions led to my grades slipping and, when the school was asked to cull numbers after the 1996 government shutdowns, I 
was shown the door. A few weeks later, my head was being shaved a second time for Schuyler Indoc. Second’s time a charm. That failure 
opened a new door and new path for me, and I appreciated it and was fully involved from Day One. I did have my struggle with the 
Regiment if demerits were the judge; I have the distinction of having led my class in demerits one year.

I was a member of the 
Hospital Ambulance Corps - 
mostly because it allowed me 
to finagle my way into a brief 
Emergency Room internship 
at Jacobi Hospital, one of the 
busiest trauma centers in the 
country, ground zero for the 
urban decay and chaos my 
father had fought as a fireman during the FDNY's "war years". He had turned his back on 
his intellect and medical degree from Cornell to fight in two wars - one in Vietnam the 
other in the Bronx - and I wanted to understand why.

My favorite class was anything taught by Professor Jeff Weiss. 

Then

Now

“The water always had a magnetic hold on 
something inside me.”

Dad Jack Konrad 
was a great inspira-
tion. He passed away 
from cancer in John’s 
2/C year and, as a 
highly decorated 
soldier in Vietnam,  
is buried in Arlington 
Cemetery.

“Professor Weiss’ classes were my absolute 
favorite because he spoke from experience, 
never talked down to us, and challenged us 
to think rather than recite the material.”

Similarities of EMS and Life At Sea
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CAPT. JOHN A. KONRAD V
What was most formative about your  
Fort Schuyler Experience?

The dichotomy of the experience. Up to that point, I had lived 
a rather privileged life and was on track to become an officer 
and a gentleman. Then, the world around me collapsed, and I 
landed in the bilge of an old ship in a stained boilersuit hold-
ing a chipping hammer. Like the spoiled Harvey Cheyne from 
Captains Courageous, I was forced to adapt quickly, eliminate 
all pretense and redefine myself and, in doing so, I found my 
superpower: curiosity. Although it may have contributed to my 
demerit accumulation, it has also served me very well in my life.

My favorite experience was exploring foreign ports with my 
closest friends. 

Today, I travel a lot - gCaptain opened the London Stock Ex-
change last autumn; as part of the London International Shipping 
Week, I rang the opening bell. They rolled out the red carpet for 
us. I met the queen’s daughter at Buckingham Palace. But, no 
matter what travel follows the Fort Schuyler Experience, nothing 
compares to traveling abroad with your twelve closest buddies 
when you’re 20.

What was most challenging for you on ‘Day Number One’  
as a Third Mate?  

Day One as a Third Mate found me in Oakland aboard the Cape 
Mohican, for three months of war games in Southern California. 
The captain and crew were welcoming and supportive and the 

job, preparing her to sail, was stress-free and rewarding. That all changed during my first night watch. We had left the Golden Gate Bridge 
in our wake that afternoon and I was standing the 00-04 watch with a competent AB and an OS who did not speak English. The night 
orders were simple and read “Call me for EVERYTHING!” and the four hours flew 
by without an ounce of trouble but, when the bell rang 0400, my relief did not show 
up. Then the radar developed a bad case of acne just as the lookout yelled some-
thing in Arabic and pointed to fleet of westbound fishing boats. I sent the AB to 
drag my relief out of bed - unknowingly giving him permission to get a sandwich 
and smoke. I looked up the Captain's number on the directory mounted next to 
the phone – only to find an oily smudge mark. For the abridged version, let’s skip 
to that I soon found myself sounding short blasts on our enormous steam whistle 
which shot two overweight Captains (ours and the fishing boat's) from their bunks 
to their respective helms. And we would have crashed, had either captain taken the 
time to don skivvies. 

Had I been in command of that ship on that night, I would have fired the new Third Mate for his incompetence. My Captain, thankfully, 
remained calm and became a supportive mentor for this new Third Mate, for the duration of the hitch despite the fact that my mistakes, 
and some fear, mounted as I slowly came to the realization I still had much to learn.

Schuyler does a good job at preparing students to survive in  
unfamiliar and stressful environments. However, I do think  
that mandatory cadet shipping, bridge simulator time and  
small boat handling should all be very important components  
of a Fort Schuyler education and focused on more than they  
were during my time there. 

Sailing commercially brings with it absolute freedom from  
living on the ocean surrounded by nothing; it also brings  
absolute responsibility at a young age.

“But, no matter what travel follows the Fort Schuyler Experience, noth-
ing compares to traveling abroad with your twelve closest buddies 
when you’re 20.”

gCaptain was part of the opening of the London Stock Exchange that 
kicked off London International Shipping Week September 7, 2015.  
John is pictured fifth from left.

The Cape Mohican

I LEARNED TWO IMPORTANT  
LESSONS THAT NIGHT. 
• Sounding the alarm is a good way of getting difficult  
	 problems solved on short - near immediate - notice.  
	 That is good to know. 

• Some people, even Masters, prefer to sleep naked.

(Continued on next page)
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
Tell us about your shipping career since surviving and learning from that 
first frightening incident just hours into your career. 

I was at sea for ten years and earned my Master’s license. After the Cape 
Mohican, I sailed on the M/V Patriot, a product tanker, the M/V Marine 
Columbia, a crude oil tanker in Valdez, Alaska, and then I decided to go 
into the oil field aboard the drill ship Discoverer 534. 

When I started in the oil field in 2002, there were less than 40 drillships. 
Today, the number is closer to 140. These are the largest, most complicated 
and expensive ships in the world. They are among the most technologically 
advanced. They have to stay on location right above the oil well, and that’s 
achieved with an advanced computer system that integrates the GPS with 
sonar-positioning systems. Everything on the ship is attached to a sensor, and connected, via fiber-optic cable, to the Vessel Management 
System. Working on the drillship was the perfect combination of my interests in the sea and computer science. The drillships require a 
new, specific combined skill set from the typical mariner - officers from a maritime academy plus people who are technically proficient. 
For those with that combination, they’re an option. In my experience, the pay was 50% better, the rotation was better at 3 weeks on, 3 
weeks off, and, if you choose to work overseas, your off-time allows for world travel. Aboard my first drillship, we worked three years in 
the Bay of Bengal, India, one year in Borneo and spent many months tramping about Southeast Asia. 

Tell us about your acclaimed book about the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig explosion in 
the Gulf of Mexico on April 10, 2010 - 'Fire On The Horizon: The Untold Story of the Gulf 
Oil Disaster' which you co-wrote with Tom Shroder. Include if you were afraid of retalia-
tion from ‘Big Oil’ in any way. Let us know if you think a similar incident could recur.

From 2001 - 2008, I had worked for Transocean, the company that owned and operated 
Deepwater Horizon, and I blew the whistle in the Gulf a year before the disaster because 
we were having problems with fire safety. I was subsequently fired from the company, after 
which I went to work for BP. I met a lot of the BP people, and I knew a lot of the people 
who were onboard the rig. So, I had their story, and I also had access — through gCaptain 
— to the Coast Guard and the corporate side.

So I went down to the trial, and I was in the press box sitting next to the New York Times, 
NPR and the Wall Street Journal and they’re talking about hydraulic failures on the Blowout 
Preventer (BOP) pod and the journalists were saying “What’s a BOP? I don’t understand 
the acronyms, what exactly happened?” I sat down and explained it all to them. As I was ex-
plaining it, the NYT journalist handed me his laptop and said, “Can you just edit it?” Joseph 
Shapiro, the chief investigative journalist at NPR, suggested that I write a book explaining 
how this tragedy happened.

I thought about this incident, and knew how important a story it was… I had already been 
blogging about the incident and trying to understand and then explain how the events 
unfolded… but I had no formal training as a journalist and this was a big project, so I first 
needed to recruit a few top professionals. Eventually, I was able to enlist Gail Ross, a NY-
Times best-selling agent, and Tom Shroder, editor of numerous Pulitzer Prize-winning 
articles. Together, we tried to eschew the environment and the politics, and just relate the 
story of these people who wanted to excel at their job and then get home to their families. 
What pressures were these people under? What factors contributed to this tragedy? What 
was the state of the technology and maintenance of the rig? What happened to the Blowout 
Preventer (BOP) that should have prevented this? Could an incident like this happen again? 
Eleven people died from instant blast. A KP grad, First Assistant Engineer Brent Mansfield, 
with head injury, brain exposed, had to be dragged away from this horrific situation.

The industry is safer today than it was in 2010, and I believe the industry welcomes most 
changes that improve safety, so I didn’t really fear retaliation. I did receive a few death 
threats… Maybe, I should have been more cautious… but I’m not a fearful person. I’ve 
always been willing to jump into things that perhaps other people might shy away from.

Could a similar event recur? It’s possible. Of course, it all revolves around the price of oil. When the price of oil is up, the race is on to 
find it and access it. That’s not the case currently. But, when the race is on: Could shortcuts get taken? Could maintenance be delayed? 
Could new technology be implemented prior to full crew understanding? Could an inexperienced crewmate be hired? Could promotion 
and advancement of officers be accelerated? Yes.

Samsung Heavy Industries, South Korea, 2010. John atop 
the derrick of the 60,861 DWT exploratory drillship ‘Deep 
Ocean Ascension’.

This book was referenced by the US 
Coast Guard regulators, prosecutors  
in civil suits against Transocean and 
BP, Congress’ National Regulatory 
Commission and is now required 
reading at Georgetown Law School! 
Because of this book, John Konrad 
also gave Congressional testimony 
which was referenced in new laws that 
hold the industry to higher standards. 
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CAPT. JOHN A. KONRAD V
Those 11 people were killed - and the one suffered horribly - from the instant blast. The remaining 135 made 
it off the rig alive. For that to be accomplished, there were many unsung heroes on that day. The Chief Mate, 
my classmate Dave Young ’01, was a hero that day who, along with Captain Curt Kuchta, a Mass  
Maritime graduate, led the rescue effort. Matt Michalski ’00, Captain of the ‘Development Driller II’ rig 
was charged with the heroic and highly dangerous job of drilling a relief well to stem the flow of oil into the 
Gulf. Yet another classmate, Rich Robson ’99, was the OIM (Offshore Installation Manager), who was in 
charge of the drilling operation that finally closed the well, ending the disaster. For me, the main story is the 
amazing rescue and brave heroes who selflessly stepped up and acted immediately to save lives.

Talk about how the idea of gCaptain came about, how it grew, 
when you knew it was really taking off. 

I was deeply involved in technology on a per-
sonal level; it enhanced my life personally and 
professionally. I can remember being out on a 
drillship in the Bay of Bengal and feeling totally disconnected from 
home, from current events, from industry events - even as I was 
working in the industry. The maritime world was not well repre-
sented online. I thought there was a need to access information in 
the maritime spectrum - not just showcasing items or creating press 
releases. But, investigative work and sharing stories with the  
community. 

It started as UnOfficialNetworks.com 
which I launched with my brother Tim. 
That took off and garnered $6million in 

angel investment quickly. We produced GNAR, The Movie. I took that model and applied it to the maritime 
world. When I was off from working the ships, I set up my off-time in front of my computer and phone at home 
as if it were another full-time job. gCaptain is the result. When the COSCO Busan oil spill occurred on Novem-
ber 7, 2007, I went to investigate. What we found is that the other newspeople were not the old salty specialist 
investigators of years past, but were rather generalists younger than I. So, journalists from NY Times were asking 
me the accurate nautical terms to use. NPR and BBC called me to tell the story using proper explanations, with-
out gaffes that someone outside the industry might easily make. I knew we were onto something with our own online community. 

There’s so much myth in the media these days. There’s pressure to put a spin on a story. But, we just want to find the truth, the real story, 
and publish it. Mariners want their story told, and everyone wants to read a story that speaks the truth. If we investigate and find it’s the 
truth, we will publish it. And, I don’t temper the stories whatsoever. When a news cycle moves on, and all the outlets follow suit, gCaptain 
continues to investigate and pursue the follow-up of the story, despite any news cycle. We have five full-time employees currently and 
many more freelancers. We work a great deal with co-authors at major media outlets like Bloomberg and Reuters, and help them get the 
story accurate. In exchange, we let our gCaptain readers read the articles for free.

One example is the Captain Phillips story. A gCaptain reader on a nearby ship gave us a tip about the Maersk Alabama broadcasting 
a security alert via GMDSS on April 9, 2009. We got on Skype, called the ship to confirm the facts, which they did very briefly, and we 
published the first confirmation that the ship was attacked. A few hours later, I received calls from the Huffington Post, NPR, The New York 
Times, then the Pentagon! “Did you really talk to them?” “How did you talk to them?” They just didn’t realize how to contact a ship.

Most people know gCaptain now, and will talk to us, and that is a real treat. I spend 
half my day running the business, and half my day talking to interesting people 
within our industry and reading interesting articles.

“For instance, I was made 
master of a brand new 
$750 million drillship still 
under construction when  
I showed up at age 32.  
It takes one year to build 
that near-$1billion  
drillship. But, it takes ten 
years to effectively build  
a $1billion Captain.”

Quote from this exclusive interview. 
Picture taken from 'TED Talks' series in Los Angeles, Photo Credit:  Morgan Drmaj.
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The most wonderful thing about my job? I get to pick 

up the phone to call people, and people take my call 

nowadays. That was not always the case.

John’s 43-foot custom yacht ‘gCaptain’ gives him space 
to work on his writing, as well as an excuse to embark on 
jaunts down the coast of California with his family - wife 
Cindy (Miller) Konrad, Class of 2001, and their children 
Jack and Eleanor.
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50TH REUNIONA FORT SCHUYLER FAMILY: THE MULLERS
GERHARDT MULLER, CLASS OF 1965

I was finally accepted at Fort Schuyler on my 
second try in 1961 - and even then, only as 
the tenth alternate! From that point on, my 
life changed.

The most memorable times at Fort Schuyler 
focused mostly on the outstanding teachers 
we had, the close-knit camaraderie amongst 
our classmates, and the three exciting cruises 
to Europe - the last of which I met my wife 
Gisela when the Empire State IV called at the 
Port of Copenhagen in 1964! There she was 

standing on the pier, wondering what this training ship with all 
these young sailors was all about. 

After graduation, I shipped out for three years with States  
Marines-Isthmian Lines, mostly on the European, India, East 
Asian, and Hawaii routes, all from the East Coast. After Gisela  
and I were married in Germany in 
1968, we established a home in Queens, 
and later Garden City, Long Island, and 
shortly thereafter I began a 30-year ca-
reer at the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey. I was involved with 
port terminal operations and planning, 
especially at Port Newark and Eliza-
beth, and was part of a team involved 
with rethinking what the Port of New 
York and New Jersey should look like 
by the end of 20th Century, and finally, 
a manager of regional intermodal 
transportation and logistics-planning for the authority. I retired 
from the Port Authority in 1996. 

I am proud to say that I am also one of three first graduates of NY 
Maritime’s graduate program, earning our Masters in 1972. We 
were the pioneers of a program that is thriving today.

Based on my career experience, as well as evening adjunct teach-
ing at the City of New York’s Baruch College and Nassau Commu-
nity College for almost twenty years, and having authored three 
books on intermodalism (Intermodal Freight Transportation, 2nd 
3rd, and 4th Edition), I joined the faculty at the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy in early-1997. I taught a wide range of transpor-
tation and logistics subjects, including, of course, intermodalism, 
as well as national and international business and management.

Since 2008, the year I retired from Kings Point, I continued to 
teach advanced but short courses on intermodalism and logistics, 
as well as leading transportation-related problem-solving sessions 
at various universities in Europe, South America, Africa and Asia. 
I am an associate professor at the World Maritime University 
(WMU) at Malmo, Sweden, where I have been fortunate enough 
to teach short courses for more than 26 years. My connection with 
WMU also included several years of teaching short courses on 
intermodalism at the Shanghai Maritime University.

In the past decade or 
more, I have been heavily 
involved with consulting  
American and foreign 
governments and organiza-
tions on intermodal and 
port management, and 
port management prob-
lem-solving. As a result, 
this “retirement” thing 
is not what I originally 
thought it would be! 

Our four sons, Erik ’92, 
Scott ’96, Glenn (Webb Institute), Jens (Registered Architect) have 
blessed Gisela and me with seven fantastic grandchildren, all of 
whom support the idea that:

“If I had known how great grandchildren are, we would have had 
them first.”

Yes, graduating from Fort Schuyler was a definite turning point in 
my life and one that I deeply appreciate, more so today than when 
I was going through that tough and demanding educational and 
training process.

“Somehow, the sea attracted us all one way or another.”:  
Scott, Gerhardt, Erik.

Scott (’96), Jonas (son of Erik), Sylvia (Scott’s wife), Paige and Braden 
(Scott’s children), Laura and April (Erik’s wife and daughter), Erik 
(’92), Gisela (Gerhardt’s wife) and Gerhardt (’65).
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SCOTT MULLER, CLASS OF 1996
Driving over the bridges in NY, my father would point out the different ships in the harbor and magically inform 
us the specifications, cargos and destinations of each.  He would hold slideshows in our backyard with highlights 
of his training cruises aboard the TS Empire State IV and his time in the merchant marine on voyages to exotic 
places like Egypt, India, Vietnam. His tales about how he gallantly fought off pirates, caught a big shark off the 
stern, and saw a UFO in the Pacific certainly made an impression on me! When I was in the first grade, my  
mother brought my brothers and me to Coast Guard Station Jones Beach to tour the boat station. Years later on 
the day of graduation when Mom recounted this field trip, she admitted it was only so she could find a rare  

moment of quiet. Nevertheless, my interest in the Coast Guard started on that 
day, only to be ignited years later during my experience at Fort Schuyler.  

Indeed, my career as a Coast Guard officer started at Fort Schuyler. During my 
Third Class year, I enrolled in the Coast Guard’s Maritime Reserve Training 
Program (MARTP). Starting as an E-3 Seaman reservist, I spent weekends 
drilling at Captain of the Port and Marine Inspection Office New York in 
Governors Island and Battery Park.  I even drilled at Station Jones Beach - 
fourteen years after that first trip with Mom! With MARTP, I was able to easily 
apply my maritime classroom and training experiences to my Coast Guard 
responsibilities and activities. This prepared me for acceptance as a Direct 
Commission Coast Guard Officer at graduation.   

I’ve been in the Coast Guard ever since. My Coast Guard tours include Ma-
rine Safety Office Hampton Roads, VA and Tampa, FL; Grad School at Old 
Dominion Univ., CG Headquarters, DC; and Sector Mobile, AL. Currently as 
Commander, I am Chief of the Inspections and Investigations Branch at Coast Guard District Five, Portsmouth, VA. I like to think my 
Schuyler background benefits my execution of the Coast Guard’s marine safety mission – honoring the mariner, promoting safety, and 
upholding environmental stewardship.  

Sylvia and I enjoy parenting Braden (14), the CrossFit and lacrosse king, and Paige (12), our artistic nature-loving angel.

ERIK MULLER, CLASS OF 1992
I was not a typical incoming freshman to Fort Schuyler in 1988, as I had grown up listening to my old man’s 
stories of his time at Schuyler and his deep-sea sailing days (including the one about driving off pirates with fire 
hoses…). I had decided to attend Fort Schuyler partly based on my interest in getting a commission in the Coast 
Guard. My life went in a different direction, but ironically, my younger brother did become a Coast Guard officer. 
I majored Double E, Deck, which meant I lived a dual existence of studying electrical engineering while at the 
same time learning about celestial navigation from Bowditch. 

After graduation, I ended sailing for Military Sealift Command. For four and half years, I sailed on a fleet tug and 
four underway replenishment ships between California and Kuwait and to many ports of call in between. I returned to engineering 
when I started graduate school at the University of New Hampshire in 1996 to earn my Master’s in Ocean Engineering. While the bulk 
of my academic studies involved the study of waves on structures, my thesis involved the design and deployment of an offshore moor-
ing system for prototype fish farm cages. While at UNH, I met Laura, my future wife, who had joined the same degree program that I 
was in. One of our first conversations was about her brother, Harold Cavagnaro III, who was entering his third year at Maritime (Class 
of 1999) and who is now a Sandy Hook pilot. After finishing my degree, Laura and I moved to New Jersey, where I entered the civil 
engineering profession. 

For the past twelve years, I have been working for Langan Engineering, a 
land development engineering consulting firm. I am a licensed Professional 
Engineer in the geotechnical group and specialize in the redevelopment of 
waterfronts in the New York City area. At home, Laura and I are busy raising 
our kids, April (13) and Jonas (11), and I volunteer my time at church, scouts, 
and the town’s kids sport leagues.

Although my career has strayed from the maritime industry, I still use the 
skills I learned at Fort Schuyler. In particular, this means the engineering tools 
that I first learned in electrical engineering classes (the analysis of ocean waves 
and soil-loading share much of the same mathematical tools), the ability of 
approaching problems in a practical manner, and the added bonus of being 
comfortable getting dirty (occupational hazard in soil engineering - and my 
favorite part of the job).

“MoonDog”

“MoonPup”

At Work with diver, NYC

Promotion! Gisela (The Muller Family Commander in 
Chief), Braden, Paige, Sylvia, Scott
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DIRECTOR'S DESK: MAGGY WILLIAMS GIUNCO
Have YOU utilized this  

much-requested service?   
GIVE OUR eDIRECTORY A TRY!

SST Scholarship  
Campaign Appeal

March 1 - April 15New Alumni Night TBA

July 21, 2016

SPRING  
NETWORKING  
Thursday, May 26  

NYC

Ancient Mariner  
Golf Outing

Friday, Sept 30 
Homecoming  
Reception at  
Paddy’s

Saturday, Oct 1

Holiday Kick-Off!
Fall Networking 

NYC
Tuesday,  

November 22

 Access the FSMAA eDirectory by entering  your UserName and Password 
that was emailed to you mid-October 2015. We ask that you check/update 
your own contact information first, and reset your password if desired, 
after which you may search through the eDirectory like a phone book.  

All FSMAA alumni with an email address on record received an email with 
an auto-generated UserName and Password. If you missed it or didn’t have 
a current email address in our files, please:

Visit the eDirectory at: www.fsmaa.org/edirectory
(Click to the next screen).

Sign up as a ‘New User’ and follow the prompts.  Please spell out your full 
first name, and select your school name as “SUNY Maritime College”.  Once 
your registration has been approved, you may sign back in, mark certain 
information as personal or private if you so choose.  You can even add a 
current photo to your file.  Then, you may use this as your online, cur-
rent Phone Book.  If you run into any roadblocks, please email Maggy at:  
director@fsmaa.org. If you know of alumni who have changed their contact 
information, please remind them to update it here!

Save the
Date!

SCHUYLER ALUMNI  

SAILING CHALLENGE

July 21, 2016

Battle of
  the   Bay

28th  Annual  Golf ClassicMonday,  June 13
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS DINNER

Board Meeting 1700 - 1800 hours

Dick Bracken ’56 
eloquently  
introducing the 
honorees.

Dan Gillette ’97, FSMAA President, Geraldo Rivera ’65 (Hon.), Steve Carbery ’80, 
Maggy Williams Giunco, FSMAA Director, AJ McAllister ’80.

Frank Pusatere, Emily Pusatere, Kim Alfultis, Admiral 
Michael Alfultis, SUNY Maritime College President, 
Rhonda Gerson-Hurwitz..

Ed Dangler ’49, who flew in from California for the 
event, with Jewel Spiegal

Rich Ferris ’83, Bill Kreppein ’80, 4/C Cadet Garret Martines 

Carl Mattia '67 and 4/C Cadet Gabrielle McCracken, who 
gave a beautiful rendition of the Star-Spangled Banner.
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JANUARY 28, 2016, TRIBECA 360

Cadets sponsored by alumni, Parents Association, companies:   
Matthew Crowley, Luke Peterson, Ashanti Storr, Gabrielle McCracken, Ashley O’Brien.

John ’76 &  
Lee Ann ’79 Traut 

CLASS OF 1980 WATER BUFFALOES!

Dan Gillette ’97 presenting  
Earl Baim ’80 with Dedicated 
Service Award.

Classmates Bill Kreppein, Joe Breglia, Peter “Wheels” Sammis, Jim Maloney, Honoree Steve Carbery, Steve Gulotta,  
Honoree Earl Baim, MC Bob Fay, Tom Breglia, Andy Werner.

The Masterful 
Master of  
Ceremonies, 
Capt. Bob Fay ’80  

ron dreher ` class of 1
98

5

ev
en

t photography
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
Stephen J. Carbery, Class of 1980
2016 Distinguished Alumnus of the Year
Exclusive Interview with the Mariner Editor, January 18, 2016

Tell us one of your favorite ‘Fort Schuyler moments’.

Easy. The magic of the entire experience came together for me in one moment  
pretty early on. Having just finished my final M & R (Maintenance & Repair) shift  
of our MUG cruise, July 1977, wearing typical gear of an oily chambray shirt and jeans, I finally stepped off the 
Empire State V, onto the dock at Fort Schuyler. As I searched through the crowd of  parents and ecstatic college 
girlfriends, I found my Dad (Joe, Class of 1956). I gave him a hug and said, “I got it, Dad. It all comes together once 
you’ve gone on cruise, doesn’t it.” That was it; I didn’t have to explain it any further to my Dad; he was already smiling 
and patting me on the back; he knew “I got it”. But, to elaborate for the sake of this conversation, it was as if all of a 
sudden, toward the end of cruise, I understood how the trifecta of The Fort Schuyler Experience – the ship, the license 
and the regiment - all work together to create something special. It was a pretty cool moment that I’ll always cherish.

Did your Dad’s experiences at Fort Schuyler influence your 
choosing the same path?

I’ve been attending Homecomings since probably 1959. Sure, I was 
only a year old at the time, but, I’m positive some of it seeped into 
my blood. We are a ‘Fort Schuyler Family’, for sure. Besides Dad, 
there was Uncle Bob Whelan, Class of 1953, who was my Dad’s 
upperclassman, and who wound up marring my Dad’s sister (Aunt 
Eileen). It was impossible to avoid the Schuyler stories at family 
reunions. When I was accepted at NY Maritime as a Marine Engi-
neering cadet, you can bet it was a pretty happy day in the Carbery 
household.

What was most formative about your years at the Dome?

The extracurricular activities were a lifeline; for me, it was Ice 
Hockey. To be able to play any sport for your school is an amazing honor and a privilege. I had some great team-
mates and enjoyed it immensely. I was even named Division III All Star my senior year. 

And, you can’t beat the stories it gives us  
and the bond it creates for your classmates 
experiencing it all together in those electric  
formative years. For the Class of 1980, the 
annual fishing trip — the Islamorada Invasion 
#3 this year - is proof of that. But also, we had 

some really inspirational teachers who left their mark on us all. 
Some were the same teachers my Dad had had 24 years prior, and 
he and I tell the same stories about these remarkable people. 

The Regiment is an aspect of the experience that changes your life, no question. At its 
core meaning, it’s not about following orders; it’s about learning to lead people and 
genuinely motivate people. Learning that skill at a young age is so important and  

translates into a “value-added” bonus to absolutely any field you pursue as your career.

Then

Now

 Dad Joe ’56 

All Star, 1980

At the Fort: Steve, 18 months,  
with Mom Sarah Jane
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STEPHEN J. CARBERY
Let’s see… Dr. Degani, made us stand at attention when he walked into the room. Dr. Hess credits himself for single-handedly winning 
World War II, as he worked on perfecting a new bearing material for the new bigger tanks. The art of his storytelling was something to 
behold. If you make a phone call today to everyone who took Dr. Hess’ class then, and ask them: Who helped win World War II? They’ll all 
tell you: “Dr. Fred Hess, of course.” Off-hand, teachers who had a big impact… There was: Conrad Youngren ’67,  
Jose Femenia ’64, Charlie Munsch ’73. There was Dr. Fen Dow Chu who started his class with this:  
“My initials are F, D and C, and those are the grades that I give.” He wasn’t kidding, either! Some  
introduction. Dr. Joe McNeill taught senior-year Economics, which was so different from everything  
else we engineers were taking, it forced us to think differently; I found it very interesting. These giants  
of education seized special ‘teachable moments’ in order to convey to us major principles that we will  
never forget. I will never forget being in the engine room during pre-cruise with “Stormin’ Norman”  
Wenagle as the watch officer. We were down in the fire room on the old TSES V and we needed to bring  
the boilers up and get steam up, to bring on a turbo generator. We received the order to throw in another  
burner in the burner front. He looks at me and says “Okay, throw in another burner, Cadet, and… Light it off!”  
Then, he says, “But, wait, what goes first: the steam or the oil? I seem to forget.” I look up at him and say,  
“Come on, Norm, you know it's the steam.” He looks at me: “I don't know. That sounds right; give it a try”.  
You never forget those moments. It felt like a big moment of responsibility. A teaser into what it might feel  
like to be in charge of an engine room. I was making the decision. And, whoa, it was one that you cannot get  
wrong. So… Light it off, I did! In hindsight, I’m sure he would have stopped me if I was about to put fuel in first. 

But… I didn’t. 

So…he didn’t have to.

Did you feel qualified for your first job because of Maritime?

I can vividly picture in my mind walking onto the first ship I sailed 
on. The SS American Astronaut out of Howland Hook, Staten Island, 
NY, in the Fall of 1980. I arrived at the ship at 1600 in the afternoon, 
signed my first Articles, stowed my gear and went straight to the 
Engine Room for the 2000 - 0000 maneuvering watch, and then the 
0800 - 1200 watch. It was a little intimidating, but I traced out all the 
lines and systems and was ready to do my part when the time came. 
Thankfully, I had an experienced oiler/fireman on with me. The 
ports were: Philadelphia to Baltimore, through the Panama Canal to 
Long Beach, Oakland, off to Honolulu, Guam, Hong Kong, Kaoh-
siung, Kobe, Yokohama, back across to Oakland, Long Beach, back 
through the Canal, Savannah & back to Howland Hook. That was 35 
years ago, and those ports just rolled off my tongue. Because it was 
that good a run. 

Any interesting wreck during your Marine Insurance Surveying days when you worked for US Salvage?

I’ll take you to a night in the winter of 1984. I receive a call about an oil barge that had broken loose on the way to Philadelphia from 
Staten Island, and was drifting down toward the Jersey Shore. She came ashore on Long Beach Island. I got the call and was sent down 
to represent the hull insurance underwriters. When I arrive on scene, I meet up with Hank Halboth, another alum, Class of 1944, who 
is this charismatic, larger-than-life Salvage Master and who was representing the barge owners who were looking into the vessel’s salvage 
potential. Hank and I are standing there together on the beach - the beautiful Island Beach State Park - looking at this big empty barge 
laying on this flat sandy beach. After sunset, dead of winter. I’m 26, Hank’s 62. I’m pausing to hear Hank’s experience speak. And it does. 

(Continued on next page)

Yes, I felt prepared. I was pretty comfortable boiling water for a living -  
especially with those ports and with a good ship and crew. You know, sailing gives  

you much more responsibility at a young age than just about anything  
available shoreside… and the stories are way better.
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
Hank says, “We are going to write a Lloyd’s Open Form of Salvage contract.” It’s the dead of night by now; we find a bar that’s still open; 
we sit down with a yellow legal pad; we write a contract that we can both agree upon. We shake on it, then find a 24-hour pharmacy, 
and I make three photocopies. We call in the three salvage companies bidding on the job, they prepare their bids, we open and review 
the bids, and pick the lowest bidder. We were back at the bar to warm up and to call in the awarding of the contract. As Hank and I 
head out at dawn and go back to the beach to see the salvor start his work at high tide, we see tugboats arriving offshore from New York 
City. Then, the silence of the dawn of day is broken by the sound of a bulldozer driving down the beach. The bulldozer driver pulls up 
and parks in front of the barge. Hank and I walk over to the operator and ask “May we help you?” “Well, I’m here to help,” he says, “I’m 
going to push the barge off the beach with my bulldozer. How much could it weigh? It’s empty, right?” In no uncertain terms, Hank looks 
at the guy and says  “It’s 24,000 deadweight tons and full of gasoline fumes and you’re here with your bulldozer. You think you can push this 
off the beach, just like that?? I don’t think so! Get that Tonka Toy outta' here right now!” Later, we watch as the salvors carefully re-float the 
barge at high tide without incident, and we were able to save the asset for the company and the underwriters. It was a pretty good day. 

The stakes of facilities engineering are at such a higher level when it comes to facilities of hospitals.  Give us a taste of those stakes 
and how you manage it. 

Hospitals are a 24-7-365 operation; we never close. Hospitals are the only buildings designed so that you don’t evacuate in case of a 
fire. Think of one of your loved ones confined to a hospital bed and something goes wrong. The normal response is to get out. But, 
we design our buildings and train our staff to “Defend in Place”. All of our fire doors, smoke walls, penetrations, smoke evacuation 
systems are designed to prevent the spread of smoke and flames. It takes constant vigilance to maintain its integrity for the safety of 

our patients. Our back-up emergency generators 
are all set up to come online in under ten seconds - 
“from lights to lights”. There’s code minimum, and 
then there’s Yale New Haven (as we call it): “aircraft 
carrier” grade  standards. We back up everything. We 
can divorce ourselves from the grid, and go on ‘island 
mode’ and run everything as if we are on normal 
power; we can survive for at least 96 hours on diesel 
fuel without refueling. We’ve invested very heavily 
in emergency-preparedness systems and training be-
cause someone’s life is on the line. Our surgeons are 
never in the dark. Not even for the ten seconds while 
emergency power kicks in; the UPS (Uninterrupt-
ible Power Supply) takes care of that to ensure no 
interruption in care, to ensure the electronic medi-
cal records are saved, to ensure the environment of 
care is as safe as it possibly can be. We make sure our 
people have full understanding of the systems and 
their operation. For instance, if someone turns off 
a circuit breaker to conduct maintenance, he or she 

had better know what’s connected to it. That’s clearly a higher stake working in hospital facilities management. We have lives depending 
on all of our systems and they need to perform flawlessly 24/7/365. Needless to say, we take it very seriously. It’s why it’s so important to 
hire great, dedicated employees with full understanding of our systems, as well as alignment with the core values of the Yale New Haven 
Health System.

How has networking with alumni affected you?

I landed two great jobs because of the Alumni Association. First, Richard Burke, Class of 1972, hired me at US Salvage. Then, at an 
alumni function years later, while talking with Dick Nemeth, Class of 1956, he complained to me that he couldn’t find the right fit for 
an Assistant Director of Engineering position he had open at Greenwich Hospital. He then asked me to apply. My response was, “I hate 
hospitals; they smell, and they’re full of sick people.” But, I went on the interview, and you know what? Greenwich Hospital didn’t smell 
like a hospital. I accepted the job and I really loved being responsible for my own equipment. As many engineers do, I like to fix stuff, I 
love to build stuff, I like to ‘own’ what I’m working on. I like having ownership of what our teams accomplish. Hospitals turned out to 
be the right fit for me. It was the best move I ever made. 

My thoughts to the younger alumni is that it’s a given these days that social media is a real convenience to stay connected - once you 
know someone. But, I feel that there is a different, deeper value to in-person networking. In order to establish a true connection, for 
that first impression, for trying to determine how someone might treat you while handling a contentious work issue, for an employer 
to gauge whether a prospective employee is aligned with the institution’s core value system… I don’t feel social media can come close to 
replacing one-on-one networking.

“To recruit the best surgeons in the world, Yale New Haven Hospital designed and built two brand new 
state-of-the-art operating rooms. I was thrilled to be a part of the team that researched & designed these 
two new ORs. The result has a big ‘wow’ factor. These are 690 square feet of stainless steel, state-of-the-
art air-handling systems, all the latest LED Lights, booms, large Patient Information Monitors, iPad 
control panels in the walls to control the air-conditioning and music systems, “Star-Trek”-like sliding 
doors to allow quick and unfettered access.”

24



STEPHEN J. CARBERY

The happy Carbery Family:  Daniel, Wendy, Shannon, Steve.

There were some people who were great 
influences on my early career, but one 
standout was Charlie Balancia ’56 who was 
considered by many to be “The Father of 
the Modern Hospital Facilities Engineer”. 
Charlie was the most forward-thinking figure 
in our history in his approach to hospital 
facilities management. And there’s an entire 
hospital industry filled with Schuyler alumni 
because of Charlie, who worked at Mon-
tefiore Medical Center and who was very 
supportive of hiring alumni. He has been 
credited with - and rightfully so - creating 
some of the more sophisticated, modern 
engineering departments in hospitals,  
and we are all influenced by his thinking  
and grateful for our contact with him.

1999 and 2006 saw the opening of the two 
new Greenwich Hospital buildings - the 
Helmsley and Watson pavilions . “To me,  
the buildings are the vision of  ‘Understated 
Elegance’. They feel warm, residential and 
welcoming. They have really stood the test  
of time. I am quite proud to have been a  
part of those construction programs. We  
had some really great teams.”

Dick Nemeth, Class of 1956, gave me good advice: “You don’t have to know everything, but you have to know who to call…” How do you 
figure out who to call? Well, you network. And how do you learn to network? Well, the FSMAA is a good place to start; it allows you to 
expand your horizons, it helps you connect with problem-solving people, it lets you access free resources – that is, the people who came 
before you whose experience you can learn from.

Now, as I sit on the other end of the interview table, I have the payoff of alumni networking working for me. I also think of one of  
Warren Buffet’s great quotes. When asked what he looks for in new hires he stated: “When I look to hire someone, I look for someone 
with brains, energy and integrity. And I make sure they have the third - integrity - because if they don’t have the third, then the first two 
(brains and energy) will kill you!” I recently hired Darius Boodoosingh, Class of 2011, for an important position at Greenwich  
Hospital. He has a lot of responsibility there, and he has not disappointed. This young man has the ability (brains), the determination 
(energy), the training, the experience, and the values (integrity) to take charge of the hospital’s power plant and manage the staff.  
I know he has a great foundation to build on… After all, he’s a Schuyler guy.  

I have even told my kids during their college search how to start networking: When you’re in high school looking at a prospective 
college: Look at where the alumni land. See where they work. Find a company or industry that you want to work in, see who is doing 
what you want to do, and see what college they graduated from. I can guarantee you: they will want to hire their own. They want to 
hire people who they feel are qualified because they know that those new alumni had the same training and education that they benefit 
from. That’s the most practical ingredient when selecting a college or career.

Your kids are just out of the house now. Any parenting advice?  

Yes. For starters: Marry someone smart, interesting and dedicated to parenting - like I did. There is no doubt 
that our kids grew up well-adjusted because my wife Wendy has always paid attention to the details, while I was 
off working and at times distracted from what was going on during the day at home. 

And, we have two great kids who have become 
delightful, successful young adults as a result  
of Wendy’s constant guidance. She is a great  
parent and a great wife. To our kids, we tried to 
be parents first, then mentors, and then friends. 
We tried to instill our values in the kids as best 

we could. There were many years where the kids’ friends were more  
influential than we were as parents, so it seemed like an uphill battle 
during that time; that’s what I call the ‘blackout period’ when I won-
dered what stuck. But, after that period was over, I realized that the  
core family values are still entrenched in them from those all-important 
“early years”. That is probably the most satisfying part of my life — 
watching Shannon and Daniel grow up and succeed.  
Mission accomplished. 
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Travelers is a leading provider of ocean marine insurance with an 
extensive – and highly customizable – product portfolio that includes 
specialized coverage for cargo, hull, liabilities and luxury yacht; as well as 
options for your non-marine risks. These offerings are further fortified 
with our local marine underwriting expertise and dedicated risk control 
services; forming a proven combination that can keep your operation 
above water. And, if the unexpected does occur, our specialized claim 
staff knows how to get your business back up and running. 

travelers.com/ocean

© 2014 The Travelers Indemnity Company. All rights reserved. Travelers and the Travelers 
Umbrella logo are registered trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in the U.S.  
and other countries. OM-00020 New 7-14 

Over 150 years of experience  
in protecting the maritime industry.

Contact your local independent agent to learn how Travelers  
can help keep you protected.

OM-00020_8.5x5.5_7.2.14_nat.indd   1 7/2/14   2:19 PM

ADMIRALTY & MARITIME LAW OFFICE OF

TABAK, MELLUSI & SHISHA LLP 
SeaLawyers.com  •  DefenseBaseTeam.com

29 Broadway New York, N.Y. 10006 •  212.962.1590  • 800.280.1590

The firm, founded in 1975, concentrates in the representation of maritime personal injury claimants. This comprises 
deep sea and inland Jones Act seamen, passengers on cruise, river and harbor vessels, Longshore, Dock & Harbor  

Workers, Defense Base Claims, and Law Enforcement persons assigned to vessels.

Professional Mariners Representing Professional Mariners
Ralph J. Mellusi ’67 • Rjmellusi@SeaLawyers.com 

Jake Shisha ’81 • Jshisha@SeaLawyers.com
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CHAPTER GATHERINGS
Delaware Valley Chapter Holiday Party • December 16, 2015 • Philadelphia

Seated: NYMC Cadet, Art Sulzer ’74, Amanda Phil, Carl Mattia ’67, Tim Nelson ’83, NYMC Cadet. Standing: Robert Bove ’70, Eric Axelsson,  
Ed Johnson ’81, Robert Cook ’80, Dennis Miller ’95, Matt Helms ’14, Art Bjorkner ’62, Tim Axelsson ’82, John Brown ’79, Marshall Connel ’82,  
Steve Richter ’81, Kyron Cooper ’15, College President Mike Alfultis, Carl Hausheer ’79, Ward Guilday ’82, George Bonkowski ’98, Uwe Schulz ’65,  
Doug Jaarsma ’03, Dan Wooster ’99, Dan Savoie, Chris Grupp, Steve Oldak ’03, FSMAA Director Maggy Williams Giunco

New England Chapter • November 7, 2015 • Battleship Cove, MA 

Kathy & Ed Shepherd ’57, Evelyn & Alex Wiedmann ’59, Jack Burns ’58, Maureen & Roger Wessel ’54, Aaron Eicoff ’10, Alex Edge, Chris Edge, Judy & Tony 
Edge ’61, Ray Grosjean, Frank Micari ’75 and Steve Hertz ’57.

Photo Credit: Melissa Jaarsma

On February 23, 2016, the Baltimore Chapter held 
a meeting to wish farewell to its founder Capt. John 
Knauss, Class of 1991, who is moving on to warmer 
seas and a higher pay grade (See Alumni News, page 
20). The Chapter elected Brian Houst, Class of 2002, 
(pictured above) as President, and Capt. JJ Malone, 
Class of 1992, as Secretary. 

Congratulations to all and thanks for stepping up!

Passing of the Batons

Northeast Florida Chapter

On February 17, 2016, Peter Baci, Class of 1969, (left) handed over the reins of 
the Chapter Presidency to Nick Orfanidis, Class of 1973.

Baltimore Chapter
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Join the other New York Maritime grads who added 
“Forensic” to their professional credentials.

•	 Bartley	J.	Eckhardt,	P.E.	‘79
•	 Jose	Femenia,	P.E.	‘64
•	 David	B.	Cooke,	P.E.	‘72
•	 Captain	Nicholas	Lewis	‘73
•	 Marjorie	Murtagh	Cooke	‘74
•	 Captain	Jeffrey	J.	Fischer	‘75
•	 Michael	D.	Klein,	P.E.,	CHMM	‘79
•	 Edward	A.	Gray	‘79
•	 David	Caggiano,	P.E.,	C.F.E.I.	‘89

Robson	Forensic	seeks	experienced	and	credentialed	Deck	and	Engine	Marine	professionals	to	join	our	national	
Marine	practice	group.		Put	your	expertise	to	work	and	elevate	your	career	to	become	a	forensic	professional.
 

Robson Forensic is a national firm of forensic professionals in engineering, architecture and scientific disciplines. We 
investigate, test, report and testify on matters that require technical explanations for insurance and legal matters. Our 
technical standards are high, and our projects are exciting and rewarding.

How	to	Apply:
If you are a seasoned professional and respected as an expert in your field, please submit your resume to  Heather Triolo,
Manager of Recruiting, at jobs@robsonforensic.com

Computer Science
Process Systems
Machinery Engineers
Port and Cargo Operations and Logistics
Facilities Management

Environmental Science and Engineering
Mechanical Engineers
Electrical Engineers
Naval Architects
Vessel Operations and Ship Handling

www.robsonforensic.com | 800.813.6736 Engineers, Architects, Scientists & Fire Investigators
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• 
POWER INTELLIGENTLY

reduce operating and maintenance costs by converting high pressure sodium, metal 

hallide, halogen and fluorescent lamps with 

Healthy LED lighting solutions for 

Marine | Commercial | Healthcare | 

Education facility applications.

• 

WATT FLUX 

  AN LED INSPIRE COMPANY
MSC SPEC DESIGN | ABS APPROVED

WBE CERTIFIED
CLASS '01

ALUMNI VS PRIVATEERS HOCKEY GAME, JANUARY 16, 2016, RYE PLAYLAND ICE CASINO
“From the bottom of our skates, we thank you, our generous donors!”
Brian Abbott
Andy Altemos
Erin Altemos
Leonard J. Anable
CC Andrews
Jennifer Barnes Hayes
Bridget Bendo 
Steve Bendo
Kevin Bennit
George Bonkowski
Jim Brennan
Ira Breskan
Patrick Broderick
Tom Burgess
Ray Caggianelli
Robert Callaghan 
Taylor Carsch
Jim Cavo
Jessie Cernik
Rob Colleary
Brendan Collins
Tom Darcy
Fred Dacimo

Matthew Devins
Greg Dolan
James Dolan
Jeff Dolan
Patrick Donahue
Michael Donovan
Sean Dougherty
William S Ducey
Michael English
Gerald Falbo
Jose Femenia
Patrick Ferrie 
Richard FitzGerald
Michelle Frahlman
Fresh Meadow Power 
(John Valvo)
Ross Freund
Johnny Galgano
Thomas Gallagher
Nick Galli
Brisa Garrido
Alexander Georgiadis
James Gilhooly

Dan Gillette
Christopher Gowrie
Crawford Green
Kerry Grubb
Paul Grubb 
Steven Gulotta
Joe Hartnett
Mathew Head 
Richard Hervey
Chris Holmes
Tom Kennedy
Tom Kirby
John Kirchhofer
John Knauss
Kevin Kobey
Bob Langstine
David Leahy
Michael Loeffel
Dusty Magner
Nicholas Makar
Peter Mastandrea
AJ McAllister
Thomas McCandless 

Timothy McGill &  
  the St. Johns Bar Pilot  
  Association
William McGinn
Tim McGlinchey
Jimmy McManus
Joseph Megeed
Tom Mehmet
Gary Meyer
Richard Milliot
Michelle Morgenstern
Mark Nielsen
Bill O’Brien
Dylan O’Malley–Joyce 
Michael O’Reilly
Raj Panda
Alyson Paz
Stash Pelkowski
Neil Peterson
William Powers
David Pritzker
Josh Renta
Robert Rose

Andrew Rosina
Gary Russo
Christine Schneider
Stephen Schork
Jacob Shisha
Chuck Smith
Robyn Sperlazzo
John Tavlarios
Nikolas Tavarios 
Joe Temperini
Jack Timmel
Lee Ann Traut
Michael Trotta
John Troy
Joseph Tyson
Daniel Tyx
John Valvo
Peter Vecchio
Matthew Verrando
Joe Weiss
Mark Woessner
Yale New Haven  
  Health System

Many anonymous 
donors
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ALUMNI NEWS

Kevin McCarey, Class of 1967, has just published 
the prequel to 'Islands Under Fire'. 'Oceans Apart: 
The Wanderings of a Young Mariner' covers Kevin’s 
upbringing in the Hudson Valley, his Schuyler years 
and his shipping out during Vietnam. Interwoven 
with the reminiscences are passages on Schuyler 
history (including the 'Empire State IV'). It's  
received some fine reviews - including a gem from 
our most notable alumnus Gary Jobson, Class 
of 1973 -  and for a week at least it was listed on 
Amazon as #1 Bestseller Sailing narratives. Jobson 
says, "Using the philosophical lessons of poets, song 
writers and veteran mariners, Kevin McCarey helps 
us to understand the vagaries of life at sea. At times, 
this compelling story is an emotional rollercoaster 
ride as we learn about the lives of underappreciated 
merchant mariners.” 

Please visit www.kevinmccarey.com

Promotion Celebration for Capt. Brian J. Hillers, Class of 1994, of Navy Reserve Strategic Sealift 
Unit 102 was held August 1, 2015 onboard the 'Battlship New Jersey'.  

Congratulations, Captain!

Congratulations, John Knauss, Class of 1991, 
on your promotion to Senior Surveyor for 
NCB and your relocation to Hawaii!   
When can we visit?!
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Eugene B. Ackerman, Class of 1949,
February 11, 2016

Howard C. Amron, Class of 1946,
July 26, 2015

Gaetano “Guy” P. Angione,  
Class of 1981, January 9, 2016

Harvey Borgen, Class of 1963, 
Oct 22, 2015

John B. Cirino, Class of 1950,
December 16, 2015

Franklin P. “Clem” Clement,  
Class of Oct. 1946, December 16, 2015

Lawrence Donohue, Class of 1957,
January 30, 2016

Donald H. Feron, Class of 1958,
October 23, 2015

Angelo Gazzotto, Class of 1963,
February 10, 2016

William Heller, Class of 1945,
November 16, 2015

Thomas C. Magliocca, Class of 1953,
January 2, 2016

Thomas McCarthy, Class of 1957,
November 2, 2015

Eugene D. McGahren, Jr.,  
Class of Oct. 1946, January 2, 2015

Lawrence W. Moore, Class of 1966,
November 3, 2015

Ralph A. Nitt, Class of 1953,
April 9, 2015

Joseph Phayer, Class of 1950,
October 31, 2016

Robert J. Ryniker, Class of 1965,
February 6, 2016

David J. Salwen, Class of Oct. 1946,
May 14, 2015

Robert B. Schabacker, Class of 1957,
October 30, 2015

Glenn J. Secrest, Class of 1963,
November 20, 2015

Richard H. Yanni, Class of 1946,
May 23, 2014

It looks like a mini-reunion for The Class of 1996, who is about to celebrate their 20th reunion 
this Fall.  Pictured in Midtown on February 5, 2016:  Andrew Engelson, Joseph Saglimbeni, 
Jesmond Spiteri, Kevin Collins, Patrick Noone, Jay Johnson, John Jamroga, Bart Kelleher, Jim 
Monigan, John O’Brien.

This past Labor Day, September 7, 2015, Jim Nordmann (ME ’75) appeared on the set of the  
NBC Today Show. Jim recently completed a Master Certification course in Body Language and 
Communication with Janine Driver and Jim is on the set supporting her on-camera appearance. 
Pictured: Willie Geist (co-anchor NBC Today), Natalee Morales (co-anchor NBC Today), Jim  
Nordmann, Class of 1975, Janine Driver (President, Body Language Institute), Brandi Malloy  
(lifestyle correspondent), Crystal Williamson (Janine Driver student).

SEA TOW ANNOUNCES COMPANY’S LEADERSHIP 
TO STAY IN THE FAMILY
(as reported in The Suffolk Times 2/2/16, Photo Credit: Courtesy Photos)

Following the death of founder Joseph Frohnhoefer, Jr. last year, 
Sea Tow Services International has named his son, Capt. Joseph 
Frohnhoefer III as Chief Executive Officer of the company, and 
his daughter Kristen Frohnhoefer, as President.

Joseph graduated from SUNY Maritime College in 1997 and 
“virtually grew up on a boat.” He was one of the first Sea Tow 

deckhands and became a Sea Tow Captain after earning his first USCG Captain’s license at 
19 years old. He joined Sea Tow full-time in 2002. As CEO, he will oversee Sea Tow’s entire 
business with a focus on its domestic and international external operations, including legal, 
franchise development, operations, and compliance, the statement read. He also maintains key 
relationships across the marine industry.

Sea Tow was founded in 1983 to help boaters stranded in the water after the USCG changed 
its policies about responding to non-emergency calls while Mr. Frohnhoefer was working as 
Bay Constable for Southold Town Police. The company has since expanded internationally and 
moved beyond towing stalled boats.

Congratulations, Joe!

Capt. Joe Frohnhoefer ’97
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THE GREAT LAKES TOWING COMPANY & GREAT LAKES SHIPYARD
2 1 6 - 6 2 1 - 4 8 5 4  •  s a l e s @ t h e g r e a t l a k e s g r o u p . c o m  •  w w w. t h e g r e a t l a k e s g r o u p . c o m

DEPEND ONA TUG YOU CAN
The Great Lakes Towing Company is the 
one-stop-shop for all essential marine 
services including our network of tugs 
serving 40 ports and harbors across 
all eight U.S. Great Lakes States, and 
a world-class shipyard with state-of-
art equipment in Cleveland, Ohio. The 
Company is proudly led by two SUNY 
Maritime College alumni: 

Ron Rasmus, Class of 1960
Chairman, The Great Lakes Towing 
Company

Joe Starck, Class of 1990
President, The Great Lakes Towing 
Company & Great Lakes Shipyard

The Company also includes:

Graham Gajewski, Class of 2014
as Naval Architect

Nicholas Wallinder, Class of 2016 
as Health, Safety, Security and 
Environmental Manager & Tug Captain
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THE SST SCHOLARSHIP APPEAL IS ON!  
MARCH 1 - APRIL 15, 2016.

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
IS CURRENT!


